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DUAL WELL COMPLETION SYSTEM 

Cross Reference To Related Applications 
(OOIJ The present application claims the benefit of the filing dates of (1) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/398,061, attorney docket no 25791.110, filed on 7/24/2002, which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,632, attorney docket no. 
25791 .101, filed on 4/1 5/2002, which was a continuation-in-part of U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/372,048, attorney docket no. 25791 .93, filed on April 12, 2002, which was a continuation-in- 
part of U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no. 25791.92, filed on 
1/7/2002, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

[002] The present application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/398,061 , attorney docket no. 25791 .106, filed on July 19, 2002, whidi was a continuation-in-part of 
U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,632, attorney docket no. 25791.101, filed on 
4/1 5/2002, which was a continuation-in-part of U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,048, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .93, filed on April 12, 2002, which was a continuation-in-part of U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no, 25791 .92, filed on 1/7/2002, the disclosures of 
which are incorporated herein by reference. 

[003] The present application is related to following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 11/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.11.02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/51 1,941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent ^plication serial no. 
PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791 .27, filed oo 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/1 59,082, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .34, filed on 1 0/1 2/1 999, 
(14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 
10/12/1999, (1 5) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, 
filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no^ 60/212,359, attorney docket no. 
25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .39, filed on 1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, 
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attorney docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/221,645, attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791,50, filed on 2/20/2001, (23) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.5 1, filed on 1/17/2001, (24) 
U.S, provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791 .52, filed on 1/3/2001, 
(25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 
7/6/2001, (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/313,453, attorney docket no. 25791.59, 
filed on 8/20/2001, (27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no, 60/317,985, attorney docket no. 
25791.67, filed on 9/6/2001, (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/3318,386, attorney 
docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001, (29) U.S, utility patent application serial no. 09/969,922, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 10/016,467, 
attorney docket no. 25791.70, filed on 12/10/2001; (31) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/343,674, attorney docket no. 25791.68, filed on 12/27/2001; (32) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no 25791.%, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S, provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/3 72,048, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .93, filed on 4/12/2002; (34) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/380,147, attorney docket no. 2S791.104, filed on 5/6/2002; (35) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; 
(36) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney docket no. 25791.108, filed on 
6/12/2002; (37) U.S. provisional patent q>plication serial no. 60/391,703, attorney docket no. 25791.90, 
filed on 6/26/2002; and (38) U.S. provisional patent application serial nio. 60/397,284, attorney docket no. 
25791.106, filed on 7/19/2002, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

Background of the Invention 
[004] This invention relates generally to oil and gas exploration^ and in particular to forming and 
repairing wellbore casings to facilitate oil and gas exploration. 

[005] During oil exploration, a vs^ellbore typically traverses a number of zones within a 
subtmanean formation. Wellbore casings are then formed in the wellbore by radially expanding and 
plastically deforming tubular members that are coupled to one anothei^ by threaded connections. 
Existing methods for radially expanding and plastically deforming tul^lar members coupled to one 
another by threaded connections are not always reliable or produce satisfactory results. In particular, 
the threaded connections can be damaged during 4ie radial expansion process. Furthermore, the 
threaded connections between adjacent tubular members, whether radially expanded or not, are 
typically not sufficiently coupled to permit the transmission of energy through the tubular members 
from the surface to a downhole location. 
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[006] The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the limitations of the 
existing processes for radially expanding and plastically deforming tubular members coupled to one 
another by threaded connections. 

Summary of the Invention 

1007] According to one aspect of the present invention, a method is provided that includes coupling 
an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member 
to another end of the tubular sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, and radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular member. 
[008] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is provided that includes a 
tubular sleeve, a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve, and a second tubular member 
coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular member. 

[009] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of extracting geothermal 
energy from a subterranean source of geothermal energy is provided that includes drilling a borehole that 
traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, positioning , a first casing string within the 
borehole, radially expanding and plastically defonning the first casing string within the borehole, 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion:of the first casing string, radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole, and extracting 
geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first and second casing 
strings. 

[0010] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for extracting geothermal 
energy fi^om a subterranean source of geothermal energy is provided that includes a borehole that traverses 
the subterranean source of geothermal energy, a first casing string positioned within the borehole, and a 
second casing positioned within fte borehole that overlaps with the first casing string that traverses the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy. The first casing string and the second casing string are radially 
expanded and plastically deformed within the borehole. 

(001 1] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method is provided that includes 
coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, doupling an end of a second tubular 
member to another end of the tubular sleeve, coupling the ends of Ae ^rst and second tubular members, 
injecting a pressurized fluid througji the first and second tubular members, determining if any of the 
pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the first and s^nd tubular members, and if a 
predetermined amount of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the first and second 
tubular members, then coupling a tubular sleeve to the ends of the fu^t and second tubular members and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members 
proximate the tubular sleeve. 
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[00121 According to another aspect of the present invention, a method is provided that includes 
coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular 
member to another end of the tubular sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular member, and 
transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

[0013] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system is provided that includes a 
source of energy, a borehole formed in the earth, a first tubular member positioned within the borehole 
operably coupled to the source of energy, a second tubular member positioned within the borehole coupled 
to the first tubular member, and a tubular sleeve positioned within the borehole coupled to the first and 
second tubular members. The fu-st tubular member, second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are 
plastically deformed into engagement with one another. 

[0014] According to another aspect of die present invention, a method of operating a well for 
extracting hydrocarbons from a subterranean formation is provided that includes drilling a borehole into the 
earth that traverses the subterranean formation, positioning a wellbore casing in the borehole, transmitting 
energy through the wellbore casing, and extracting hydrocarbons from the subterranean formation. 
[0015] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of extracting fluidic materials 
from first and second producing subterranean formations traversed by a borehole is provided that includes 
coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular 
member to another end of the first tubular sleeve, coupling the endg of the first and second tubular 
members, positioning the coupled first tubular member, second tubular member and fu*st tubular sleeve 
within the borehole proximate the first producing subterranean formation, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the first tubular sleeve 
wiAin the borehole, coupling an end of a third tubular member to an end of a second tubular sleeve, 
coupling an end of a fourth tubular member to another end of the second^ tubular sleeve, coupling the ends 
of the third and fourth tubular members, positioning the coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular 
member and second tubular sleeve within the radially expanded and coupled first tubular member, second 
tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the bordiole proximate the second producing subterranean 
formation, radially expanding and plastically deformmg the third tubular member, the fourth tubular 
member, and the second tubular sleeve within the borehole, extracting fluidic materials from the first 
producing subteiranean formation through an annular passage defined between the radially expanded and 
coupled first tubular member, second tubular member, and first tubularisleeve and the radially expanded 
and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and second tubular sleeve, and extracting 
fluidic materials from the second producing subterranean formation through a passage defmed within the 
radially expanded and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and second tubular sleeve. 
[0016] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for extracting fluidic materials 
from first and second producing subterranean formations traversed by a borehole has been described that 
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includes means for coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, means for 
coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the first tubular sleeve, means for coupling 
the ends of the first and second tubular members, means for positioning the coupled first tubular member, 
second tubular member and fu^t tubular sleeve within the borehole proximate the first producing 
subterranean fomiation, means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member, 
the second tubular member, and the first tubular sleeve within the borehole, means for coupling an end of a 
third tubular member to an end of a second tubular sleeve, means for coupling an end of a fourth tubular 
member to another end of the second tubular sleeve, means for coupling the ends of the third and fourth 
tubular members, means for positioning the coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member and 
second tubular sleeve within the radially expanded and coupled first tubular member, second tubular 
member, and first tubular sleeve and the borehole proximate the second producing subterranean formation, 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the third tubular member, the fourth tubular 
member, and the second tubular sleeve within the borehole, means for extracting fluidic materials from the 
first producing subterranean formation through an annular passage defined between the radially expanded 
and coupled first tubular member, second tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the radially 
expanded and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular memb^, and second tubular sleeve, and means 
for extracting fluidic materials from the second producing subterranean formation through a passage 
defined within Ae radially expanded and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and 
second tubular sleeve. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0017] FIG. la is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0018] Fig. lb is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of a tubular sleeve onto 
the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. la. 

[0019] Fig. Ic is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the intemallly threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 1 b. 

[0020] Fig. Id is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. Ic. 

[0021] Fig. le is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. Id. 

[0022] Fig. 2a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
defomiation of a portion of a first tubular member having an internal^ threaded connection at an end 
portion, an alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve supported by the end portion of the first tubular 
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member, and a second tubular member having an externally threaded portion coupled to the internally 
threaded portion of the first tubular member. 

[0023] Fig. 2b is a fragmentary cross sectional of the contimied radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 2a. 

[0024] Fig. 3a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of a first tubular member having an internally threaded connection at an end 
portion, an alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve supported by the end portion of the first tubular 
member, and a second tubular member having an externally threaded portion coupled to the internally 
threaded portion of the first tubular member. 

[0025] Fig. 3b is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 3a. 

[0026] Fig. 4a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of a first tubular member having an internally threaded connection at an end 
portion, an alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve having an exterrial sealing element supported by the 
end portion of the first tubular member, and a second tubular member having an externally threaded 
portion coupled to the internally threaded portion of the first tubular member. 
[0027] Fig. 4b is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 4a. 

[0028] Fig. 5a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of a first tubular member having an internally threaded connection at an end 
portion, an alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve supported by fce end portion of the first tubular 
member, and a second tubular member having an extemally threaded portion coupled to the internally 
threaded portion of the first tubular member. 

[0029] Fig. 5b is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial ^cpansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 5a. 

[0030] Fig. 6a is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment of a tubular 
sleeve. 

[0031] Fig. 6b is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment of a tubular 
sleeve. 

[0032] Fig. 6c is a firagmentary cross sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment of a tubular 
sleeve. 
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[0033] Fig. 6d is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment of a tubular 
sleeve. 

[0034] FIG. 7a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a IBrst tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

(0035) Fig. 7b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 7a. 
[0036] Fig. 7c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 7b. 

I0037J Fig. 7d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. Ic, 

10038] Fig. 7e is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 7d. 

10039] FIG. 8a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0040] Fig. 8b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 8a. 
(0041] Fig. 8c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of the tubular sleeve of Fig. 
8b to the end portion of the first tubular member. 

[0042] Fig. 8d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 8b. 

(0043] Fig. 8e is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of the tubular sleeve of Fig. 
8d to the end portion of the second tubular member. 

[0044] Fig. 8f is a fragmentary cross-secdonal illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 8e. 

(0045] Fig. 8g is a fragmentaiy cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tabular members and the tubular 
sleeveof Fig. 8f. 

[0046] FIG. 9a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0047] Fig. 9b is a fragmentary cross-sectiona) illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 9a. 
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[0048] Fig. 9c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 9b. 

[0049] Fig. 9d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 9c. 

(0050) Fig. 9e is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 9d. 

[0051] FIG. 10a is a fi-agmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0052] Fig. 10b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. lOa. 
[0053] Fig. 10c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded ■ 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 1 Ob. 

[0054] Fig. lOd is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial , expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 10c. 

[0055] Fig. lOe is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
defonnation of the threaded ccmnection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. lOd. 

[0056] FIG. 1 la is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
intmally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0057] Fig. 1 lb is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 1 la. 
[0058] Fig. 1 Ic is a fiagmentaiy cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the intem^ly threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 1 lb. 

[0059] Fig. lid is a fiBgmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of die first tubular member of Fig. 1 Ic. 

[0060] Fig. He is a fragpentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between die first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. Ud. 

[0061] FIG. 12a is a firagmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0062] Fig. 12b is a fragmentaiy cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 12a. 
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[0063] Fig- 12c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 1 2b. 

(0064) Fig. 1 2d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 12c. 

(0065| Fig. 12e is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 12d. 

[0066] Fig. 13a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of die coupling of an end portion of an 

alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of a first tubular member. 

[00671 Fig. 13b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an end portion of a 

second tubular member to the other end portion of the tubular sleeve of Fig. 13 a. 

[0068] Fig. 13c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of thie radial expansion and plastic 

deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 13b. 

[0069] Fig. 13d is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 13c. 

[0070] FIG. 14a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an end portion of a first tubular 
member. 

[0071] Fig. 14b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an end portion of an 
alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 14a. 
[0072] Fig. 14c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an end portion of a 
second tubular member to the other end portion of the tubular sleeve of Fig. 14b. 
[0073] Fig. 14d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 14c. 

[0074] Fig. Me is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the tiu^ded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 14d. 

[0075] Fig. 1 Sa is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an internally direaded 
end portion of a first tubular member to an externally threaded end portibn of a second tubular member 
including a protective sleeve coupled to die end portions of the first and second tubular member. 
[0076] Fig. ISb is a cross-sectional illustration of the furst and setond tubular members and the 
protective sleeve following the radial expansion of the first and second tubulars and the protective sleeve. 
[0077] Fig. 1 So is a Segmentary cross-sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment that includes 
a metallic foil for amorphously bonding the first and second tubular members of Figs. 1 5a and 1 5b during 
the radial expansion and plastic deformation of die tubular members. 
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[0078] Fig. 16 is a cross-sectional illustration of a borehole including a plurality of overlapping 
radially expanded wellbore casings that traverses a subterranean source of geothermal energy. 
(0079] Fig. 1 7a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an internally threaded 
end portion of a first tubular member to an externally threaded end portion of a second tubular member 
including a protective sleeve coupled to the end portions of the first and second tubular member. 
[0080] Fig. 17b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded portions of the first and second tubular members using an adjustable expansion 
cone. 

[0081] Fig. 1 7c is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the threaded portions of the 
first and second tubular members and the protective sleeve prior to the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded portions. 

[0082] Fig. 1 7d is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the threaded portions of the 
first and second tubular members and the protective sleeve after the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded portions. 

[0083] Fig. 1 8a is a fiagmentary cross-sectional illustration of tiie coupling of an internally threaded 
end portion of a first tubular member to an externally threaded end portion of a second tubular member 
including a protective sleeve coupled to the end portions of the first and second tubular member. 

[0084) Fig. 18b is a fi^gmentaiy cross-sectional illustration of!the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded portions of the first and second tubular members using a rotary expansion tool. 

[0085) Fig. 1 9 is an exemplary embodiment of a method of providing a fluid tight seal in the junction 
between a pan* of adjacent tubular members. 

[0086) Fig. 20 is an exemplary embodiment of a method of transmitting energy through a pair of 
radially expanded adjacent tubular members including a protecting sleeve. 

[0087) Fig. 21 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of a dual well 
completion system. 

Detailed Description of the Dlustrative Embodiments 
[0088] Referring to Fig. 1 a, a first tubular member 1 0 includes ail internally threaded connection 
12 at an end portion 14. As illustrated in Fig. lb, a first end of a tubular sleeve 16 that includes an 
internal flange 1 8 and tapered portions, 20 and 22, at opposite ends is then mounted upon and receives 
the end portion 14 of the first tubular member 10. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portion 14 of 
the first tubular member 10 abuts one side of the internal flange 1 8 of the tubular sleeve 1 6, and the 
internal diameter of the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is substantially equal to or greater than the 
maximum internal diameter of the internally threaded connection 12 of the end portion of the first 
tubular member. As illustrated in Fig. Ic, an externally threaded connection 24 of an end portion 26 of 
a second tubular member 28 having an annular recess 30 is then positioned within the tubular sleeve 16 
and threadably coupled to the internally threaded connection 12 of the end portion 14 of the first 
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tubular member 10. In an exemplary embodiment, the internal flange 18 of the tubular sleeve 16 mates 
with and is received within the annular recess 30 of the end portion 26 of the second tubular member 
28. Thus, the tubular sleeve 16 is coupled to and surrounds the external surfaces of the first and 
second tubular members, 10 and 28. 

(00891 In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 12 of the end portion 14 
of the first tubular member 10 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 24 of the 
end portion 26 of the second tubular member 28 is a pin connection. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 16 is at least approximately .020" greater than the outside 
diameters of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this manner, during the threaded 
coupling of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, fluidic materials within the first and 
second tubular members may be vented from the tubular members. 

[0090) In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. Id and le, the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, and the tubular sleeve 16 may then be positioned within another structure 32 
such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for example, by 
moving an expansion cone 34 through die interiors of the first and second tubular members. The 
tapered portions, 20 and 22, of the tubular sleeve 1 6 facilitate the insertion and movement of the first 
and second tubular members within and through the structure 32, and the movement of the expansion 
cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be fi-om top to 
bottom or fit>m bottom to top. 

[0091] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, the tubular sleeve 1 6 is also radially expanded and 
plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a lesult, die tubular sleeve 16 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end porticMis, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 

[0092] In several exemplary embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, are 
radially expanded and plastically deformed using the expansion cone 34 m a conventional manner 
and/or using one or more of the methods and apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (1) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1999, (5) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.1 1 .02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/5 12,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/51 1,941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, 
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(10) PCX patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/ 18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 
7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791.27, 
filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 
25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent applicatiorl serial no. 60/159,082, attorney 
docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, 
(17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 
1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney docket no. 
25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attorney 
docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/23 7,334, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .48, filed on 1 0/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001, (23) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, 
(24) U.S, provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 
1/3/2001, (25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, 
filed on 7/6/2001, (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/313,453, attorney docket no. 
25791 .59, filed on 8/20/2001, (27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/317,985, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .67, filed on 9/6/2001, (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/3318,386, attorney docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001, (29) U.S. utility patent application 
serial no. 09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) U.S. utility patent 
application serial no. 10/016,467, attorney docket no. 25791.70, filed on 12/10/2001; (31) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/343,674, attorney docket no. 25791.68, filed on 
12/27/2001; (32) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no 
25791.92, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,048, attoniey 
docket no. 25791.93, filed on 4/12/2002; (34) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791.104, filed on 5/6/2002; (35) UiS. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; (36) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney docket no. 25791.108, filed on 6/12/2002; (37) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/391,703, attorney docket no. 25791.90, filed on 6^6/2002; 
and (38) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/397,284, attorney docket no. 25791. 106, filed 
on 7/19/2002, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 
10093] In several alternative embodiments, the first and second tabular members, 10 and 28, are 
radially expanded and plastically deformed using other conventional methods for radially expanding 
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and plastically deforming tubular members such as, for example, internal pressurization and/or roller 
expansion devices such as, for example, that disclosed in U.S. patent application publication no. US 
2001/0045284 Al, the disclosure of which is incorporated herem by reference. 
(0094] The use of the tubular sleeve 1 6 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 1 0 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1 6 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the fu^t and second tubular members, 10 and 28, 
during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this manner, damage 
to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular member, 10 and 
28, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could resuk in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furdiemiore, the tubular sleeve 16 provides an 
alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of the second tubular member 28 to 
the first tubular member 10. In this manner, misalignment that could result in damage to the tiireaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, maybe avoided. In 
addition, during the relative rotation of the second tubular member with respect to the first tubular 
member, required during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, the tubular 
sleeve 1 6 provides an indication of to what degree the first and second tubular members are threadably 
coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 16 can be easily rotated, that would indicate that the first 
and second tubular membm, 10 and 28, are not fiilly threadably coupled and in intimate contact with 
the internal flange 18 of the tubular sleeve. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 16 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the: first and second tubular 
mennbers, 10 and 28. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the 
end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, the tubular sleeve 1 6 toay provide a fluid tight metal- 
to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end 
portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented fi^om passing through the threaded connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, into the annulus between the first and second tubular members and the structure 
32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the fu^ and 
second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 16 may be maintained in circumferential 
tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be 
maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through 
the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 16 may also increase the collapse strength of the end 
portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 2$. 
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[0095] Referring to Figs. 2a and 2b, in an alternative embodiment, a tubular sleeve 1 1 0 having an 
internal flange 1 12 and a tapered portion 1 14 is coupled to the first and second tubular members, 10 
and 28. In particular, the tubular sleeve 1 10 receives and mates with the end portion 14 of the first 
tubular member 10, and the internal flange 1 12 of the tubular sleeve is received within the annular 
recess 30 of the second tubular member 28 proximate the end of the first tubular member. In this 
manner, the tubular sleeve 1 10 is coupled to the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, and the tubular sleeve covers the end portion 14 of the first tubular member 10. 
[00961 In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve 1 1 0 may then be positioned within the structure 32 and radially expanded and plastically 
deformed, for example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 1 10 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 

[0097] The use of the tubular sleeve 1 10 during (a) the coupling of the fu-st tubular member 10 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1 10 protects the 
exterior surface of the end portion 14 of the first tubular member 10 during handling and insertion of 
the tubular members within the structure 32. In this manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the end 
portion 14 of die first tubular member 1 0 is prevented that could result in stress concentrations that 
could result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. In addition, during 
the relative rotation of the second tubular member wiA respect to the first tubular member, required 
during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members^ the tubular sleeve 1 10 provides 
an uidication of to what degree the first and second tubular members are threadably coupled. For 
example, if the tubular sleeve 110 can be easily rotated, that would indicate that the first and second 
tubular members, 1 0 and 28, are not fully threadably coupled and in intimate contact with the internal 
flange 1 12 of the tubular sleeve. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1 10 may prevent crack propagation 
during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 
28. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 14 and 
26, of the firet and second tubular members may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In 
addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 1 10 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between 
interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surface of the eiid portionM of the first tubular 
member. In Ais manner, fluidic materials are prevented fi-om passing through the threaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of tfie first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, into the annulus between 
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the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the fu-st and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular 
sleeve 1 10 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial 
loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. 

(0098] Referring to Figs. 3a and 3b, in an alternative embodiment, a tubular sleeve 210 having an 
internal flange 212, tapered portions, 214 and 216, at opposite ends, and annular sealing members, 218 
and 220, positioned on opposite sides of the internal flange, is coupled to the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28. In particular, the tubular sleeve 210 receives and mates with the end portions, 14 
and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the internal flange 212 of the tubular 
sleeve is received within the annular recess 30 of the second tubular member 28 proximate the end of 
the first tubular member. Furthermore, the sealing members, 2 1 8 and 220, of the tubular sleeve 210 
engage and fluidicly seal Ae interface between the tubular sleeve and the end portions, 14 and 26, of 
the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 21 0 is coupled to 
the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the tubular sleeve 
covers the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular menribers, 10 and 28. 
10099] In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve 210 may then be positioned within the structure 32 and radially expanded and plastically 
deformed, for example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through die interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, the tubular sleeve 210 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 

[00100] The use of the tubular sleeve 210 during (a) the coupling df the first tubular member 1 0 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tbbular sleeve 210 protects die 
exterior surfaces of die end portions, 14 and 26, of die first and second^ tubular members, 10 and 28, 
during handling and insertion of the tubular members widiin the structure 32. In this manner, damage 
to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 
28, is prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansicm operations. In addition, during the' relative rotation of the second 
tubular member with respect to the first tubular member, required duriiig the threaded coupling of the 
first and second tubular members, the tubular sleeve 210 provides an indication of to what degree the 
first and second tubular members are threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 210 can 
be easily rotated, that would indicate that the first and second tubular naembers, 1 0 and 28, are not fully 
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threadably coupled and in intimate contact with the internal flange 212 of the tubular sleeve. 
Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 210 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this manner, failure modes 
such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 14 and 26> of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after 
completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 
and 28, the tubular sleeve 210 may provide a fluid tight metal-tometal seal between interior surface of 
the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1 4 and 26, of the first and second 
tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented from passing through the threaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, into the annulus between 
the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthenuore^ because, following the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular 
sleeve 210 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the fu-st 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial 
loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve^ In addition, the tubular slee\^e 
210 may also increase die collapse strength of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second 
tubular members, 10 and 28. 

(00101) Referring to Figs. 4a and 4b, in an alternative embodiment,:a tubular sleeve 310 having an 
internal flange 3 1 2, tapered portions, 3 1 4 and 3 1 6, at opposite ends, and an annular sealing member 
318 positioned on the exterior surface of Ae tubular sleeve, is coupled to Ae first and second tubular 
members, 1 0 and 28. In particular, the tubular sleeve 3 1 0 receives and mates with the end portions, 14 
and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, and the internal flange 3 12 of tlie tubular 
sleeve is received within the annular recess 30 of the second tubular member 28 proximate the end of 
the first tubular member. In fliis manner, the tubular sleeve 3 1 0 is coupled to the end portions, 1 4 and 
26, of the fust and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the tubular sleeve covers the end portioas, 
1 4 and 26, of die first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28. 

[00102] In an exemplaiy embodiment, the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve 310 may then be positioned within the structure 32 and radially expanded and plastically 
deformed, for example, by moving an expansion cone 34 flirough the interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 310 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression. Furthermore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second 
tubular members, 10 and 28, the annular sealing member 318 circumferentially engages the interior 
surface of the structure 32 thereby preventing the passage of fluidic materials through the annulus 
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between the tubular sleeve 310 and the structure. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 310 may provide 
an expandable packer element 

100103] The use of the tubular sleeve 3 1 0 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 1 0 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 310 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, 
during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this manner, damage 
to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 
28, is prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. In addition, during the relative rotation of the second 
tubular member with respect to the first tubular member, required during the threaded coupling of the 
first and second tubular members, the tubular sleeve 310 provides an indication of to what degree the 
first and second tubular members are threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 3 1 0 can 
be easily rotated, that would indicate that the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, are not fully 
threadably coupled and in intimate contact with the internal flange 312 of the tubular sleeve. 
Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 310 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and 
plastic defonnation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this manner, failure modes 
such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after 
completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 
and 28, the tubular sleeve 3 1 0 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of 
the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end poitions,14 and 26, of the first and second 
tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented fi-om passing through the threaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular memb^ 10 and 28, into the annulus between 
the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular 
sleeve 310 maybe maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial 
loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, because, 
following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 
28, the annular sealing member 3 1 8 may circumferentially engage the mterior surface of the structure 
32, the tubular sleeve 310 may provide an expandable packer element In addition, the tubular sleeve 
3 1 8 may also increase the collapse strength of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second 
tubular members, 10 and 28. 

[00104] Referring to Figs. 5a and 5b, in an altemafive embodimeni;, a non-metallic tubular sleeve 
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410 having an interna! flange 412, and tapered portions, 414 and 416, at opposite ends, is coupled to 
the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In particular, the tubular sleeve 410 receives and 
mates with the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the 
internal flange 4 12 of tiie tubular sleeve is received within the annular recess 30 of the second tubular 
member 28 proximate the end of the fu^ tubular member. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 410 is 
coupled to the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve covers the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. 
[00105] In several exemplary embodiments, the tubular sleeve 410 may be plastic, ceramic, 
elastomeric, composite and/or a frangible material. 

[00106] In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve 410 may tiien be positioned within the structure 32 and radially expanded and plastically 
deformed, for example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members; 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 410 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions^ 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1 0 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compressicn. Furthermore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second 
tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 310 may be broken off of the first and second tubular 
members. ' 

(00107] The use of the tubular sleeve 410 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 1 0 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 410 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, 
during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this manner, damage 
to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 
28, is prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. In addition, during the relative rotation of the second 
tubular member with respect to the first tubular member, required during the threaded coupling of the 
first and second tubular members, the tubular sleeve 410 provides an indication of to what degree the 
first and second tubular members are threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 410 can 
be easily rotated, that would indicate that the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, are not fiilly 
threadably coupled and in intbnate contact with the internal flange 412 of the tubular sleeve. 
Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 410 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this manner, failure modes 
such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
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members, 10 and 28, may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after 
completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 
and 28, the tubular sleeve 410 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metai seal between interior surface of 
the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end portions,14 and 26, of the first and second 
tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented from passing through the tlireaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, into the annulus between 
the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular 
sleeve 410 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumftrential compression, axial 
loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, because, during 
the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the 
tubular sleeve 410 may be broken off of the first and second tubular members, the final outside 
diameter of the first and second tubular members may more closely match the inside diameter of the 
structure 32. In addition, the tubular sleeve 410 may also increase the collapse strength of the end 
portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. 
[00108] Referring to Fig. 6a, in an exemplary embodiment, a tubular sleeve 510 includes an 
internal flange 512, tapered portions, 514 and 516, at opposite ends, arid defines one or more axial slots 
518. In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and 
second tubular members, 10 and 28, the axial slots 518 reduce the required radial expansion forces. 
[00109] Referring to Fig. 6b, in an exemplary embodiment, a tubular sleeve 610 includes an 
internal flange 612, tapered portions, 614 and 616, at opposite ends, and defines one or more offset 
axial slots 618. In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the axial slots 618 reduce the required radial 
expansion forces. 

[00110] Referring to Fig. 6c, in an exemplaiy embodiment, a tubular sleeve 710 includes an 
internal flange 712, tapered portions, 714 and 716, at opposite ends, add defines one or more radial 
openings 718. In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the radial openings 718 reduce the required radial 
expansion forces. 

[00111] Referring to Fig. 6d, in an exemplary embodiment, a tubular sleeve 810 includes an 
internal flange 812, tapered portions, 814 and 816, at opposite ends, and defines cme or more axial slots 
818 that extend from the ends of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the axial slots 
818 reduce tfie required radial expansion forces. 

[00112] Referring to Fig. 7a, a first tubular member 910 includes an internally threaded connection 
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912 at an end portion 914 and a recessed portion 916 having a reduced outside diameter. As illustrated 
in Fig. 7b, a first end of a tubular sleeve 918 that includes annular sealing members, 920 and 922, at 
opposite ends, tapered portions, 924 and 926, at one end, and tapered portions, 928 and 930, at another 
end is then mounted upon and receives die end portion 914 of the first tubular member 910. In an 
exemplary embodiment, a resilient retaining ring 930 is positioned between the lower end of the 
tubular sleeve 9 1 8 and the recessed portion 9 1 6 of the first tubular member 9 1 0 in order to couple the 
tubular sleeve to the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the resilient retaining ring 
930 is a split ring having a toothed surface in order to lock the tubular ^leeve 918 in place. 
(00113] As illustrated in Fig. 7c, an externally threaded connection 934 of an end portion 936 of a 
second tubular member 938 having a recessed portion 940 having a reduced outside diameter is then 
positioned within the tubular sleeve 918 and tlireadably coupled to the internally tlireaded connection 
912 of the end portion 914 of the first tubular member 910. In an exemplary embodiment, a resilient 
retaining ring 942 is positioned between the upper end of the tubular sleeve 91 8 and the recessed 
portion 940 of the second tubular member 938 in order to couple the tubular sleeve to the second 
tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the resilient retaining ring 942 is a split ring having a 
toothed surface in order to lock the tubular sleeve 91 8 in place. 

[00114] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 912 of the end portion 
914 of the first tubular member 910 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 934 of 
the end portion 936 of the second tubular member 938 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 918 is at least approximately .020" greater than 
the outside diameters of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular members, 910 
and 938. In this manner, during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, 910 
and 938, fluidic materials within the first and second tubular members may be vented from the tubular 
members. 

[00115] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 7d and 7e, the first and second tubular 
members, 9 1 0 and 938, and the tubular sleeve 91 8 may then be positioned within another structure 32 
such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for example, by 
moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the furst and second tubular members. The 
tapered portions, 924 and 928, of the tubular sleeve 91 8 facilitate the insertion and movement of tfie 
first and second tubular members within and tfirough the structure 32, and the movement of the 
expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938, may be 
from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 

[00116] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 9 10 and 938, the tubular sleeve 91 8 is also radially expanded and 
plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 918 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular 
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members, 910 and 938, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 

(001171 The use of the tubular sleeve 918 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 910 
to the second tubular member 93 8, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 918 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 
938, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In fliis manner, 
damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the fu^st and second tubular 
member, 9 1 0 and 938, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a 
catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 
918 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of Hie second 
tubular member 938 to the first tubular member 910. In this manner, misalignment that could result in 
damage to the threaded connections, 912 and 934, of the first and secmd tubular members, 910 and 
938, may be avoided. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 918 may prevent crack propagation during the 
radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938. In this 
manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 914 and 936, of 
the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, 
after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 
910 and 938, the tubular sleeve 918 may provide a fluid tight meta!-to-metal seal between interior 
surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 914 and 936, of Ae first and 
second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented fix>m passing through the 
threaded connections, 912 and 934, of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938, into the 
annulus between the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, 
following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 910 
and 938, tlie tubular sleeve 918 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 
914 and 936, of tiie first and second tubular members, 910 and 938, may be maintained in 
circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular 
sleeve. In addition, the annular sealing members, 920 and 922, of the tubular sleeve 918 may provide a 
fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second 
nibular members, 910 and 938. Furtiiennore, the tubular sleeve 918 may also increase the collapse 
strength of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938. 
[00118] Referring to Fig. 8a, a first tubular member 1010 includes an internally threaded 
connection 1012 at an end portion 1014 and a recessed portion 1016 having a reduced outside 
diameter. As illustrated in Fig. 8b, a first end of a tubular sleeve 1018 that includes annular sealing 
members, 1020 and 1022, at opposite ends, tapered portions, 1024 and 1026, at one end, and tapered 
portions, 10281 and 1030, at another end is then mounted upon and receives the end portion 1014 of the 
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first tubular member 1010. In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 8c, the end of the 
tubular sleeve 1018 is then crimped onto the recessed portion 1016 of the first tubular member 1010 ill 
order to couple the tubular sleeve to the first tubular member. 

[001191 As illusti^ted in Fig. 8d, an externally threaded connection 1 032 of an end portion 1 034 of 
a second tubular member 1036 having a recessed portion 1038 having a reduced external diameter is 
then positioned within the tubular sleeve 1 01 8 and threadably coupled to the intemally threaded 
connection 1012 of the end portion 1014 of the first tubular member 1010. In an exemplary 
embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 8e, the other end of the tubular sleeve 1018 is then crimped into the 
recessed portion 1038 of the second tubular member 1036 in order to couple the tubular sleeve to the 
second tubular member. 

[00120] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 1012 of the end portion 
1014 of the first tubular member 1010 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1032 of the end portion 1034 of the second tubular member 1036 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 101 8 is at least approximately ,020" greater 
than the outside diameters of the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of flie first and second tubular members, 
lOlOand 1036. In this manner, during the threaded coupling ofthe first and second tubular members, 
1010 and 1036, fluidic materials within the first and second tubular members may be vented from tfie 
tubular members. 

(00121 J In an exemplary embodiment as illustrated in Figs. 8f and 8g, the fiist and second tubular 
members, 1010 and 1036, and the tubular sleeve 1018 may then be positioned within another structure 
32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for example, by 
moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. The 
movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members, 
1010 and 1036, may be from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 

[001221 In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, lOlOand 1036, the tubular sleeve 1018 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. &i an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve lOlSmaybe 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1010 and 1036, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 
[00123] The use of the tubular sleeve 1018 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 
1 0 1 0 to die second tubular member 1 036, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of die first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1018 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular membere, 1010 
and 1036, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this 
mariner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1014 and 1 034, of the first and second 
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tubular members, 1010 and 1036, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could 
result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tubular 
sleeve 1018 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of the 
second tubular member 1036 to the first tubular member 1010. In this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1012 and 1032, of the first and second tubular 
members, lOlOand 1036, may be avoided. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1018 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 1010 and 1036. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1010 and 1036, the tubular sleevQ 1018 may provide a fluid tight 
meta!-to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end 
portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular members. In ttus manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented from passing tlirough the threaded connections, 1012 and 1032, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1010 and 1036, into the annulus between the first and second tubular members and 
the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1010 and 1036, the tubular sleeve 1018 may be maintained in 
circumferential tension and the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular members, 
1010 and 1036, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axi^ loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the annular sealing members, 1020 and 
1 022, of the tubular sleeve 101 8 may provide a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and the end 
portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular members, 1010 and 1036. Furthermore, the 
tubular sleeve 1018 may also increase the collapse strength of the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the 
first and second tubular members, 1 010 and 1036. 

[00124] Referring to Fig. 9a, a first tubular member 1110 includes an internally threaded 
connection 1 1 12 at an end portion 1 1 14. As illustrated in Fig. 9b, a firsli end of a tubular sleeve 1116 
having tapered portions, 1 1 18 and 1 120, at opposite ends, is then mounted upon and receives the end 
portion 1 1 14 of the first tubular member 1110. In an exemplary embodiment, a toothed resilient 
retaining ring 1 122 is then attached to first tubular member 1010 below the end of the tubular sleeve 
1 1 1 6 in order to couple the tubular sleeve to the first tubular member. ► 

[00125] As illustrated in Fig. 9c, an externally threaded connection 1124 of an end portion 1 126 of 
a second tubular member 1 128 is then positioned within the tubular sleeve 1 1 16 and threadably 
coupled to the internally threaded connection 11 12 of the end portion 1 M4 of the first tubular member 
1110. In an exemplary embodiment, a toothed resilient retaining ring 1 130 is then attached to second 
tubular member 1 128 above the end of the tubular sleeve 1 1 16 in order to couple the tubular sleeve to 
the second tubular member. 
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[00126] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 1 1 12 of the end portion 
1 1 14 of the first tubular member 1 1 10 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1 124 of the end portion 1 126 of the second tubular member 1 128 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 1116 is at least approximately .020" greater 
than the outside diameters of the end portions, 11 1 4 and 11 26, of the first and second tubular members, 
1 1 1 0 and 1 128. In this manner, during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, 
1 110 and 1 128, fluidic materials within the first and second tubular members may be vented fix>m the 
tubular members. 

[00127] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 9d and 9e, the first and second tubular 
members, 1 1 10 and 11 28, and the tubular sleeve 1 1 16 may then be positioned within another structure 
32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for example, by 
moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. The 
movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members, 
1110 and 1 128, may be from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 

[00128] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1110 and 1 128, the tubular sleeve 11 16 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1116 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 1114 and 1 126, of the fu^ and second 
tubular members, 1110 and 1 128, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 
[00129] The use of the tubular sleeve 1116 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 
1 1 10 to the second tubular member 1 128, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For exeimple, the tubular sleeve 1116 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1 114 and 1 126, of the fu^t and second tubular members, 1110 
and 1 128, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this 
manner, damage to the exterior surfeces of the end portions^ 1 1 14 and 1 126, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1110 and 1 128, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could 
result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion opejiations. Furthermore, the tubular 
sleeve 1 1 16 provides an alignment guide that facilitates die insertion and threaded coupling of the 
second tubular member 1 128 to the first tubular member 1 1 10. In this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1112 and 1 124, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1 1 1 0 and 1 128, may be avoided. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve II 1 6 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 1 1 10 and 1 128. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the end portions, 1114 and 1 126, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
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the first and second tubular members, 1 1 10 and 1 128, the tubular sleeve 11 16 may provide a fluid tight 
metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end 
portions, 11 14 and 1 128, of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented from passing through the threaded connections, 1 1 12 and 1 124, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1 1 10 and 1 128, into the annulus between the first and second tubular members and 
the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion :and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1 1 10 and 1 128, tlie tubular sleeve 1116 may be maintained in 
circumferential tension and the end portions, 1 1 14 and 1 126, of the first and second tubular members, 
1 1 1 0 and 1 1 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1116 may also increase 
the collapse strength of the end portions, 1 114 and 1 126, of the first and second tubular members. 
[00130] Referring to Fig. 1 Oa, a first tubular member 1210 includes an internally threaded 
connection 1212 at an end portion 1214. As illustrated in Fig. 10b, a first end of a tubular sleeve 1216 
having tapered portions, 1218 and 1220, at one end and tapered portions, 1222 and 1224, at another 
end, is then mounted upon and receives the end portion 1 1 14 of the first tubular member 1110. In an 
exemplary embodiment, a resilient elastomeric O-ring 1226 is then posationed on the first tubular 
member 1210 below the tapered portion 1 224 of the tubular sleeve 1 2 1 6 in order to couple the tubular 
sleeve to the first tubular member. 

100131] As illustrated fai Fig. 10c, an externally threaded connection 1228 of an end portion 1230 
of a second tubular member 1232 is then positioned within the tubular sleeve 1216 and threadably 
coupled to the internally threaded connection 1212 of the end portion 1 214 of the first tubular member 
1210. In an exemplary embodiment, a resilient elastomeric O-ring 1234 is then positioned on the 
second tubular member 1232 below the tapered portion 1220 of the tubular sleeve 1216 in order to 
couple the tubular sleeve to the first tubular member. 

[00132] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 12 12 of the end portion 
1214 of the first tubular member 1210 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1228 of the end portion 1230 of the second tubular member 1232 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 1216 is at least approximately .020" greater 
than the outside diameters of the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members, 
1210 and 1232. In this manner, during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, 
1210 and 1232, fluidic materials within the first and second tubular members may be vented fix>m the 
tubular members. 

[00133] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. lOd and lOe, the fust and second 
tubular members, 1210 and 1232, and the tubular sleeve 1216 may then be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
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members. The movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interbrs of the first and second tubular 
members, 1210 and 1232, may be from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 
[00134] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1210 and 1232, the tubular sleeve 1216 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1216 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1210 and 1232, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 
(00135] The use of the tubular sleeve 1216 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 
1210 to the second tubular member 1232, (b) tlie placement of the first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1216 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members, 1210 
and 1232, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this 
manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1 2 1 4 and 1 230, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1210 and 1232, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could 
result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tubular 
sleeve 1216 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of the 
second tubular member 1232 to the first tubular member 1210. In this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1212 and 1228, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1210and 1232, maybe avoided. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1216 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic defonnation of the first and second tubular 
members, 1210 and 1232. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1210 and 1232, the tubular sleeve 1216 may provide a fluid tight 
metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the ^terior surfaces of the end 
portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented from passing through the threaded connections, 1212 and 1228, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1210 and 1232, into the annulus between Hie first and second tubular members and 
the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1210 and 1232, the tubular sleeve 1216 may be maintained in 
circumferential tension and the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members, 
1210 and 1232, maybe maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1216 may also increase 
the collapse strength of the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members 1210 
and 1232. 
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1001361 Referring to Fig. 1 1 a, a first tubular member 1310 includes an internally threaded 
connection 1312 at an end portion 1314. As illustrated in Fig. 1 lb, a first end of a tubular sleeve 1316 
having tapered portions, 13 1 8 and 1320, at opposite ends is then mounted upon and receives the end 
portion 1314 of the first tubular member 1310. In an exemplary embodiment, an annular resilient 
retaining member 1322 is then positioned on the first tubular member 1310 below the bottom end of 
the tubular sleeve 1 3 16 in order to couple the tubular sleeve to the first tubular member. 
[00137] As illustrated in Fig. 1 1 c, an externally threaded connection 1324 of an end portion 1326 
of a second tubular member 1328 is then positioned widiin the tubular sleeve 1316 and threadably 
coupled to the internally threaded connection 1 3 12 of the end portion 13 14 of the first tubular member 
1310. In an exemplary embodiment, an annular resilient retaining member 1330 is then positioned on 
the second tubular member 1328 above the top end of the tubular sleeve 1316 in order to couple the 
tubular sleeve to the second tubular member. 

100138] In an exemplary embodunent, the internally threaded connection 13 12 of the end portion 
1 3 1 4 of the first tubular member 1 3 1 0 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1324 of the end portion 1326 of the second tubular member 1328 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 1316 is at least; approximately .020" greater 
than the outside diameters of the end portions, 13 14 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members, 
13 10 and 1328. In this manner, during the threaded coupling of fte firet and second tubular members, 
13 10 and 1328, fluidic materials within the first and second tubular members may be vented from the 
tubular members. 

[00139] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 1 Id aiid 1 le, the first and second 
tubular members, 1310 and 1328, and the tubular sleeve 1316 may then be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded arid plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members. The movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members, 13 10 and 1328, may be firom top to bottom or finom bottom to top. 
[00140] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial ^pansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1310 and 1328, the tubular sleeve 1316 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplaiy embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 13 16 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1310 and 1328, maybe maintained in circumferential compression. 
[00141] The use of the tubular sleeve 1316 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 
13 10 to the second tubular member 1328, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation 6f the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1316 protects the 
exterior surfaces ofthe end portions, 1314and 1326, ofthe first and second tubular members, 1310 
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and 1328, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this 
manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 13 14 and 1326, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1310 and 1328, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could 
result in a catastrophic failure during subsequait radial expansion opemtions. Furthermore, the tubular 
sleeve 1316 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of tlie 
second tubular member 1 328 to die first tubular member 1310. In this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 13 12 and 1324, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1310 and 1328, may be avoided. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1316 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 1310 and 1328. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1310 and 1328, the tubular sleeve 1316 may provide a fluid tight 
metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and t^ie exterior surfaces of the end 
portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented from passing through the Areaded connections, 1312 and 1324, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1310 and 1328, into the annufus between the first and second tubular members and 
the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion; and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1310 and 1328, the tubular sleeve ]316may be maintained in 
circumferential tension and the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members, 
1310 and 1328, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 13 16 may also increase 
the collapse strength of the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members, 1310 
and 1328, 

[00142] Referring to Fig. 12a, a fu^t tubular member 1410 includes an internally threaded 
connection 1412 and an annular recess 1414 at an end portion 1416. As illustrated in Fig. 12b, a first 
end of a tubular sleeve 1418 that includes an external flange 1420 and tapered portions, 1422 and 
1424, at opposite ends is then mounted within the end portion 1416 of the first tubular member 1410. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the external flange 1 420 of the tubular sleeve 1 4 1 8 is received within 
and is supported by the annular recess 1414 of the end portion 1416 of the first tubular member 1410. 
As illustrated in Fig. 12c, an externally threaded connection 1426 of an end portion 1428 of a second 
tubular member 1430 is then positioned around a second end of the tubular sleeve 1418 and threadably 
coupled to the internally threaded connection 1412 of the end portion 1414 of the first tubular member 
1410. In an exemplary embodiment, the external flange 1420 of the tubular sleeve 1418 mates with 
and is received within die annular recess 1416 of the end portion 1414 of the first tubular member 
1410, and the external flange of the tubular sleeve is retained in the annular recess by the end portion 
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1428 of the second tubular member 1430. Thus, the tubular sleeve 1416 is coupled to and is 
surrounded by the internal surfaces of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430. 
[00143] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 1 4 1 2 of the end portion 
1414 of the first tubular member 1410 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1426 of the end portion 1428 of the second tubular member 1430 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the external diameter of the tubular sleeve 1 4 1 8 is at least approximately .020*» less than 
the inside diameters of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430. In this manner, during 
the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, fluidic materials within 
the first and second tubular members may be vented fi^om the tubular members. 
[00144] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 12d and 12e, the first and second 
tubular members, 1410 and 1430, and the tubular sleeve 1418 may then be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members. The tapered portions, 1422 and 1424, of the tubular sleeve 1418 facilitate the movtm&nt of 
the expansion cone 34 through the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, and the 
movement of the expansion cone 34 through the mteriors of the first and second tubular members, 
1410 and 1430, may be fix)m top to bottom or from bottom to top. 

[00145] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, the tubular sleeve 141 8 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1418 may be 
maintained in circumferential compression and the end portions, 1414 and 1428, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1410 and 1430, may be maintained in circumferential tension. 
[00146] In several alternative embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, 
are radially expanded and plastically deformed using other conventional methods for radially 
expanding and plastically deforming tubular members such as, for example, internal pressurization 
and/or roller expansion devices. 

[00147] The use of the tubular sleeve 1418 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 
1410 to the second tubular member 1430, (b) the placement of tiie first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1418 provides an 
alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of the second tubular member 1430 
to the first tubular member 1410. In fliis manner, misalignment that could result in damage to the 
tiireaded connections, 1412 and 1426, of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, may be 
avoided. In addition, during the relative rotation of the second tubular member witii respect to the first 
tubular member, required during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, the 
tubular sleeve 1418 provides an indication of to what degree the first arid second tubular members are 

29 



wo 2(H)4/009950 PCT/US2003/02(>694 

threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 1418 can be easily rotated, that would indicate 
that the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, are not ftilly threadably coupled and in 
intimate contact with the internal flange 1420 of the tubular sleeve. Fiirthermore, the tubular sleeve 
1418 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first 
and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, 
longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 1414 and 1428, of the first and second tubular members may be 
limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and 
plasdc defonnation of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, the tubular sleeve 1418 
may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between the exterior surface of tbe tubular sleeve and the 
interior surfaces of the end portions, 1414 and 1428, of the first and second tubular members. In this 
manner, fluidic materials are prevented fiiom passing through the threaded connections, 1412 and 1426, 
of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, into the annuius between the first and second 
tubular members and the structure 32. Furthemiore, because, following the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation ofthe first and second tubular members, 1410and 1430, the tubular sleeve 1418 
may be maintained in circumferential compression and the end portions, 1414 and 1428, of the first 
and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, may be maintained in circumferential tension, axial loads 
and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In laddition, the tubular sleeve 1418 
may also mcrease the collapse strength of the end portions, 1414 and 1428, ofthe first and second 
tubular members, 1410 and 1430. 

[00148] Referring to Fig. 13a, an end of a first tubular member 1 510 is positioned within and 
coupled to an end of a tubular sleeve 1512 having an internal flange 1514. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the end of the first tubular member 1510 abuts one side of the internal flange 1514. As 
illustrated in Fig. 13b, an end of second tubular member 1516 is then positioned within and coupled to 
another end of the tubular sleeve 1512. In an exemplary embodiment^ the end of die second tubular 
member 1516 abuts another side ofthe internal flange 1514. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular 
sleeve 1512 is coupled to the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1510 and 1516, by 
expanding the tubular sleeve 1512 using heat and then inserting the ertds of the first and second tubular 
members into the expanded tubular sleeve 1512. After cooling the tubular sleeve 1512, the tubular 
sleeve is coupled to the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1510 and 1516. 
[00149] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 13c and 13d, the first and second 
tubular members, 1510 and 1516, and the tubular sleeve 1512 may then be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a welibore, and radially expanded ahd plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors ofthe first and second tubular 
members. The movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members, 1510 and 1516, may be from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 
[00150] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
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first and second tubular members, 1 5 1 0 and 1 5 1 6, the tubular sleeve 1 3 1 2 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, thcf tubular sleeve 1512 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1510 and 
1516, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 

[00151] The use of the tubular sleeve 1512 during (a) the placement of the first and second tubular 
members, 1 5 1 0 and 1 5 1 6, in the structure 32 and (b) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the 
tubular sleeve 1512 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation 
of the first and second tubular members, 1510 and 1516. In this manner, failure modes such as, for 
example, longitudinal cracks in the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1 5 1 0 and 1 5 1 6, may 
be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1510 and 1516, the tubular sleeve 1512 
may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve and Ae 
interior surfaces of the end of the first and second tubular members. Furthermore, because, following 
the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1510 and 1516, 
the tubular sleeve 1512 may be maintained in circumferential compression and the ends of the first 
and second tubular members, 15 10 and 1516, may be maintained in circumferential tension, axial loads 
and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1512 
may also increase the collapse strength of the end portions of the furst ^d second tubular members, 
1510 and. 1516. 

[00152] Referring to Fig. 14a, a first tubular member 1610 includes a resilient retaining ring 1612 
mounted within an annular recess 1614. As illustrated in Fig. 14b, the end of the first tubular member 
1610 is then inserted into and coupled to an end of a tubular sleeve 1616 including an internal flange 
1618 and annular recesses, 1620 and 1622, positioned on opposite sides of the internal flange, tapered 
portions, 1624 and 1626, on one end of the tubular sleeve, and tapered portions, 1628 and 1630, on the 
other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the resilient retainmg ring 1612 is 
thereby positioned at least partially in the annular recesses, 1614 and 1620, thereby coupling the first 
tubular member 1610 to the tubular sleeve 1616, and the end of the fu|st tubular member 1610 abuts 
one side of the internal flange 1618. During the coupling of the first tbbular member 1610 to the 
tubular sleeve 1616, the tapered portion 1630 facilitates the radial compression of the resilient retaining 
ring 1612 during the insertion of the first tubular member into the tubular sleeve. 
[00153] As illustrated in Fig. 14c, an end of a second tubular member 1632 that includes a resilient 
retaining ring 1634 mounted within an annular recess 1636 is tiien inserted into and coupled to another 
end of the tubular sleeve 1616. In an exemplary embodiment, the resilient retaining ring 1634 is 
thereby positioned at least partially in the annular recesses, 1636 and 1622, thereby coupling the 
second tubular member 1632 to the tubular sleeve 1 616, and the end of the second tubular member 
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1 632 abuts another side of the internal flange 1618. During the coupling of the second tubular member 
1 632 to the tubular sleeve 1 6 1 6, the tapered portion 1626 facilitates the radial compression of the 
resilient retaining ring 1 634 during the insertion of the second tubular member into the tubular sleeve. 
[00154] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 14d and 14e, the first and second 
tubular members, 1610 and 1632, and the tubular sleeve 1616 may then be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion /X)ne 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members. The movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members, 1610 and 1 632, may be firom top to bottom or from bottom tp top. 
100155] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632, the tubular sleeve 1616 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1616 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension, and the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1610 and 
1632, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 

[00156] The use of the tubular sleeve 1616 during (a) the placement of the first and second tubular 
members, 1610 and 1632, in the structure 32, and (b) the radial expansion and plastic defonnation of 
the first and second tubular members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the 
tubular sleeve 1616 protects the exterior surfaces of the ends of the first and second tubular members, 
1610 and 1632, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this 
manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the ends of the first and second tubular member, 1610 and 
1632, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furtliermore, the tubular sleeve 1616 may prevent 
crack propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 1610 and 1632. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632, may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632, Ae tubular sleeve 1616 may provide a fluid tight 
metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the ends 
of the first and second tubular members. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and 
plastic defoimation of the first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632, the tubular sleeve 1616 
may be maintained in circumferential tension and the ends of the first and second tubular members, 
1610 and 1632, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1616 may also increase 
the collapse strength of the end portions of the first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632. 
[00157] Referring to Fig. 1 5a, a first tubular member 1 700 defines a passage 1 702 and a 
counterbore 1704 at an end portion 1706. The counterbore 1704 includes a tapered shoulder 1708, an 

32 



wo 2004/009950 PCT/US2003/020694 

annular recess 1710, non-tapered internal threads, 1712, and tapered internal threads 1714. A second 
tubular member 1 7 16 that defines a passage 1718 includes a recessed portion 1 720 at an end portion 
1722 that includes a tapered end portion 1724 that is adapted to mate with the tapered shoulder 1708 of 
the counterbore 1704 of the first tubular member 1700, non-tapered external threads 1726 adapted to 
mate with the non-tapered internal threads 1712 of the counterbore of the first tubular member, and 
tapered external threads 1 728 adapted to mate with the tapered internal threads 1714 of the counterbore 
of the first tubular member. A sealing ring 1730 is received within tlie annular recess 1710 of the 
counterbore 1704 of the of the first tubular member 1700 for fluidicly sealing the interface between the 
counterbore of the first tubular member and the recessed portion 1720 of the second tubular member 
1716. In an exemplary embodiment, the threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, are left-handed threads 
in order to prevent de-coupling of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, during 
placement of the tubular members within the structure 32. In an exemplary embodiment, the sealing 
ring 1730 is an elastomeric sealmg ring. 

[00158] A tubular sleeve 1 732 that defines a passage 1 734 for receiving the end portions, 1 706 and 
1722, of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, respectively, includes an internal flange 
1736 that mates with and is received within an annular recess 1738 that is defined between an end face 
1740 of the end portion of the first tubular member and an end face 1742 of the recessed portion 1720 
of the end portion of the second tubular member. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 1732 is coupled to 
the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716. The tubular sleeve 1732 further includes first 
and second internal annular recesses, 1744 and 1746, internal tapered flanges, 1748 and 1750, and 
external tapered flanges, 1752 and 1754. 

[00159] Sealing members, 1756 and 1758, are received within and mate with the internal annular 
recesses, 1744 and 1746, respectively, of the tubular sleeve 1732 that fluidicly seal the interface 
between the tubular sleeve and the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, respectively. A 
sealing member 1760 is coupled to the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve 1732 for fluidicly sealing 
the interface between the tubular sleeve and the interior surface of the preexisting structure 32 
following the radial expansion of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, and the tubular 
sleeve using the expansion cone 34. In an exemplary embodiment, the sealing members, 1 756 and 
1758, may be, for example, elastomeric or non-elastomeric sealing members fabricated firom nitrile, 
viton, or Teflon< materials. In an exemplary embodiment, the sealing member 1760 is fabricated from 
an elastomeric material. 

[001601 In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansioil and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, the tubular sleeve 1732 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result of the radial expansion, the tubular 
sleeve 1732 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of the 
first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 
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Furthermore, in an exemplary embodiment, during and following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1 700 and 1 7 1 6, respectively: (a) the sealing 
members, 1756 and 1758, of the tubular sleeve 1732 engage and fluidicly seal the interface between 
the tubular sleeve and the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of the first and second tubular membere, (b) 
the internal tapered flanges, 1748 and 1750, of the tubular sleeve engage, and couple the tubular sleeve 
to, the end portions of the first and second tubular members, (c) the e^^temal tapered flanges, 1752 and 
1754, of the tubular sleeve engage, and couple the tubular sleeve to, the stnicture 32, and (d) the 
sealing member 1760 engages and fluidicly seals the interface between the tubular sleeve and the 
structure. 

(001611 In several exemplary embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, 
are radially expanded and plastically deformed using tiie expansion cone 34 in a conventional manner 
and/or using one or more of the methods and apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (1 ) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attomey docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attomey docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attomey docket no. 25791 .8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attomey docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1999, (5) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attomey docket no. 25791.1 1.02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attomey docket no. 25791.12,02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/51 1,941, attomey docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, attomey docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, attomey docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, 
(10) PCT patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/18635, attomey docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 
7/9/2000, (1 1) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671, attomey docket no. 25791 .27, 
filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attomey docket no. 
25791,29, filed on 9/1 6/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attomey 
docket no. 25791 .34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/1 59,039, attomey docket no. 2579 1 .36, filed on 1 0/12/1 999, (1 5) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159,033, attomey docket no. 25791.37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16)U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359, attomey docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, 
(17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attomey docket no. 25791.39, filed on 
1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney docket no. 
25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attomey 
docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/233,638, attomey docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/237,334, attomey docket no. 25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/270,007, attomey docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001, (23) U.S. 
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provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, 
(24) U.S, provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .52, filed on 
1/3/2001, (25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, 
filed on 7/6/2001, (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/313,453, attorney docket no. 
25791 .59, filed on 8/20/2001, (27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/317,985, attorney 
docket no. 25791.67, filed on 9/6/2001, (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/33 18,386, attorney docket no. 25791 .67.02, filed on 9/10/2001, (29) U.S. utility patent application 
serial no. 09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) U.S. utility patent 
application serial no: 10/016,467, attorney docket no. 25791.70, filed on 12/10/2001; (31) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no, 60/343,674, attorney docket no. 25791 .68, filed on 
12/27/2001 ; (32) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no 
25791 .92, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,048, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .93, filed on 4/12/2002; (34) U.S. provisional patent ^plication serial no. 
60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791.104, filed on 5/6/2002; (35) U.k provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; (36) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney docket no. 25791.108, filed on 6/12/2002; (37) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/391,703, attorney docket no. 25791 .90, filed on 6/26/2002; 
and (38) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/397,284, attorney docket no. 25791 .106, filed 
on 7/19/2002, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

[00162] In several alternative embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, 
are radially expanded and plastically deformed using other convention|il methods for radially 
expanding and plastically deforming tubular members such as, for exainple, internal pressurization 
and/or roller expansion devices such as, for example, that disclosed in U.S. patent application 
publication no. US 2001/0045284 Al, the disclosure of v*ich is mcoiporated herein by reference. 
[00163] The use of the tubular sleeve 1 732 during (a) the threaded coupling of the first tubular 
member 1700 to the second tubular member 1716, (b) the placement pf the first and second tubular 
members in the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and 
second tubular members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 
1732 protects the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1700 and 1716, during handling and insertion of the tubule members within die structure 
32. In this manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1 706 and 1 722, of the first and 
second tubular member, 1 700 and 1 7 1 6, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that 
could result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansipn operations. Furthermore, the 
tubular sleeve 1 732 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the iiisertion and threaded coupling of 
the second tubular member 1716 to the first tubular member 1700. In this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, of the first and 
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second tubular members, 1 700 and 1716, may be avoided. In addition^ during the relative rotation of 
the second tubular member with respect to the first tubular member, required during the tlireaded 
coupling of the first and second tubular members, the tubular sleeve 1732 provides an indication of to 
what degree the first and second tubular members are threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular 
sleeve 1732 can be easily rotated, that would indicate that the fu^t and second tubular members, 1700 
and 1 71 6, are not fully threadably coupled and in intimate contact with the internal flange 1 736 of the 
~ 'tuT)ular sleeve. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1732 may prevent crack propagation during the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716. In this 
manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of 
tlie first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, 
after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 
1700 and 1716, the tubular sleeve 16 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metai seal between interior 
surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1 706 and 1 722, of the first 
and second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented fi'om passing through the 
threaded connections, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 
1716, into the annulus between the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. 
Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic defosmation of the first and second 
tubular members, 1700 and 1716, the tubular sleeve 1732 may be maintained in circumferential 
tension and the end portions, 1 706 and 1 722, of the first and second tubular members, 1 700 and 1716, 
may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted 
through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1 732 may also increase the collapse strength 
of the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716. 
[00164] In an exemplary experimental implementation, following fte radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, and the tubular sleeve 1732, the 
threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, of flie end portions, 1 706 and 1722, of the first and second 
tubular members were unexpectedly deformed such that a fluidic seal was unexpectedly formed 
between and among the threads of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, a fluid tight 
seal was unexpectedly provided between the first and secoad tubular member, 1700 and 1716, due to 
the presence of the tubular sleeve 1732 during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the end 
portions, 1706 and 1722, of the first and second tubular members. 

[00165] In an exemplary embodiment, the rate and degree of radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, and the tubular sleeve 1732 are 
adjusted to generate sufficient localized heating to result in amorphous bonding or welding of the 
threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728. As a result, the fust and second tubular members, 1700 and 
1716, may be amorphously bonded resulting a joint between the first and second tubulars that is nearly 
metallurgically homogeneous. 
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[00166] In an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 15c, a metallic foil 1762 of a suitable 
alloy is placed between and among the threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, and during the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, and the 
tubular sleeve 1732, localized heating of the region proximate the threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 
1728, results in amorphous bonding or a brazing joint of the threads. As a result, the first and second 
tubular members, 1700 and 1716, may be amorphously bonded resulting a joint between the first and 
second tubulars that is nearly metallurgically homogeneous, 

[00167] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 16, a plurality of overlapping wellbore 
casing strings 1 800a-l 800h, are positioned within a borehole 1 802 that traverses a subterranean source 
1 804 of geothermal energy. In this manner, geothermal energy may then be extracted from the 
subterranean source 1 804 geothermal energy using conventional methods of extraction. In an 
exemplary embodiment, one or more of the wellbore casing strings 1800 include one or more of the 
first and second tubular members, 10,28, 910,938, 1010, 1036, 1110, 1128, 1210, 1232, 1310, 1328, 
1410, 1430, 1510, 1516, 1610, 1632, 1700 and/or 1716, that are coupled end-to-end and include one 
or more ofthe tubular sleeves, 16, 110,210,310,410, 510,610,710, 810,918, 1018, 1116, 1216, 
1316, 1418, 1512, 1616 and/or 1732. 

[00168] In an exemplary embodiment, the wellbore casing strings. 1800a-1800h, are radially 
expanded and plastically deformed in overlapping fashion within the borehole 1802. 
[00169] For example, the wellbore casing string 1 800a is positiwied within the borehole 1 802 and 
then radially expanded and plastically deformed. Tlie wellbore casing string 1800b is then positioned 
within the borehole 1802 in overlapping relation to the wellbore casing string 1800a and then radially 
expanded and plastically deformed. In this manner, a mono-diameter wellbore casing may be formed 
that includes tiie overlapping wellbore casing strings 1 800a and 1 800b. This process may then be 
repeated for wellbore casing strings 1 800o-1800h. As a result, a mono^iameter wellbore casing may 
be produced that extends from a surface location to the source 1 804 of geothennal energy in which the 
inside diameter of a passage 1 806 defmed by the interiors of the wellbore casing strings 1 800a- 1 800h 
is constant In this manner, the geothennal energy from the source 1804 may be efGciently and 
economically extracted. Furthermore, because variations in the inside diameter ofthe wellbore casing 
strings 1 800 is eliminated by the resulting mono-diameter design, the depth of the borehole 1 802 may 
be virtually limitless. As a result, using ttie teachings of the present exemplary embodiments, sources 
of geothennal energy can now be extracted from depflis of over 50,000 feet 
[00170] In several exemplary embodiments, the wellbore casing strings 1 800a-l 800h are radially 
expanded and plastically deformed using the expansion cone 34 using one or more ofthe methods and 
apparatus disclosed in one or more ofthe following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/5 10,913, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, 
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attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440.338, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .9.02, filed on 1 1/1 5/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460. 
attorney docket no. 25791. U. 02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, 
attorney docket no. 25791.12.02. filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/511,941, 
attorney docket no. 25791.16.02. filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, 
attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent application serial no. 
PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (1 1)U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791.27. filed cm 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, 
(1 3) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791 .34, filed on 
10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 
25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent qjplication serial no. 
60/212.359, attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, 
(20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 
9/1 8/2000, (21) U.S. provisiwial patent application serial no. 60/237^34, attorney docket no. 
25791 .48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .50, filed on 2/20/2001, (23) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, (24) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791 .52, filed on 1/3/2001. (25) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 7/6/2001, (26) U.S. 
provisional patent application swial no. 60/313,453, attorney docket no. 25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001, 
(27) U.S. provisional patent plication serial no. 60/317,985, attorney docket no. 25791.67, filed on 
9/6/2001 , (28) U.S. provisional patent ^plication serial no. 60/33 1 8,386, attorney docket no. 
25791 .67.02, filed on 9/10/2001, (29) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 09/969,922, attorney 
docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 10/016,467, 
attOTiey docket no. 25791.70, filed on 12/10/2001; (31) U.S. provisicaial patent application serial no. 
60/343,674, attorney docket no. 25791.68, filed on 12/27/2001; (32) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no 25791.92, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,048. attorney docket no. 25791 .93, filed on 4/12/2002; 
(34) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791 .104, filed on 
5/6/2002; (35) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 

38 



wo 2<M)4/n()9950 PCT/US20(U/020694 

25791.107, fi]ed on 6/10/2002; (36) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney 
docket no. 25791.108, filed on 6/12/2002; (37) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/391,703, attorney docket no. 25791 .90, filed on 6/26/2002; and (38) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/397,284, attorney docket no. 25791.106, filed on 7/19/2002, the disclosures of 
which are incorporated herein by reference. 

[001711 Refeiring to Fig. 1 7a, a first tubular member 1 900 defines a passage 1 902 and a 
counterbore 1904 at an end portion 1906. The counterbore 1904 includes non-tapered internal threads 
1908, and tapered internal threads 1910. A second tubular member 1912 that defmes a passage 1914 
includes a recessed portion 1916 at an end portion 191 8 that includes non-tapered external threads 
1920 adapted to mate with the non-tapered internal threads 1908 of the counterbore of the first tubular 
member, and tapered external threads 1922 adapted to mate with the tapered internal threads 191 0 of 
the counterbore of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the threads, 1 908, 1910, 
1920, and 1922, are left-handed threads in order to prevent de-coupling of the first and second tubular 
members, 1900 and 1912, during handling of tubular members. 

[00172] A tubular sleeve 1924 that defines a passage 1926 for receiving the end portions, 1906 and 
1918, of the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, respectively, includes an internal flange 
1928 that mates with and is received within an annular recess 1930 that is defined between an end face 
1932 of the end portion of the first tubular member and an end face 1934 of the recessed portion 1916 
of die end portion of the second tubular member. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 1924 is coupled to 
the fu^t and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912. 

(00173J An adjustable expansion cone 1936 supported by a support member 1938 may then 
lowered into the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, to a position proximate the vicinity 
of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922. As illustrated in Fig. 17b, The expansion cone 1936 may 
then be controllably increased in size until the outside circumference of the expansion cone engages 
and radially expands and plastically deforms the end portions of the first and second tubular members, 
1900 and 1912, proximate the expansion cone. The expansion cone 1936 may then be displaced in the 
longitudinal direction 1940 thereby radially expanding and plastically deforming the remaining 
portions of the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 
1910, 1920, and 1922. In several exemplary embodiments, the amount of radial expansion ranged 
from less than about one percent to less than about five percent. 

[00174] After completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the portions 1942 of the 
first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 
1922, the expansion cone 1936 may then be controllably reduced in size until the outside 
circumference of the expansion cone disengages fi-om the portion of the second tubular above the 
portion of the second tubular member in the vicinity of the threads. In this maimer, only the portions 
1942 of the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 
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1910, 1920, and 1922, are radially expanded and plastically deformed. 

[00175] In several exemplary embodiments, the portions 1942 of the first and second tubular 
members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, are radially expanded and 
plastically deformed using one or more of the methods and apparatus disclosed in one or more of the 
following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 
12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 
2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791 .8,02, filed on 
2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791 .9.02, filed on 
1 1/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attoraey:docket no. 25791.1 1.02, filed 
on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed 
on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent applicatbn serial no. 09/511,941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed 
on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed 
on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed 
on 4/26/2000, (1 0) PCT patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/1 8635, attorney docket no. 
25791 .25.02. filed on 7/9/2000, (1 1) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney 
docket no. 25791.27, filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/1 54,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed on 
10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60^12^^359, attorney docket no. 
25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attorney 
docket no. 25791.39, filed on 1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/221,443, attorney docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) UiS. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/221,645, attorney docket no. 25791 .46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no, 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 1 0/2/2000, 
(22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791.50, filed on 
2/20/2001, (23) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 
25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, (24) U.S, provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney 
docket no, 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001, (25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, 
attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 7/6/2001, (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/313,453, attorney docket no. 25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001, (27) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/317,985, attorney docket no. 25791.67, filed on 9/6/2001, (28) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/3318,386, attorney docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001, (29) U.S. 
utility patent application serial no. 09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) 
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U.S. utility patent application serial no. 10/0] 6,467, attorney docket no. 25791 .70, filed on 
1 2/1 0/200 1 ; (3 1 ) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/343,674, attorney docket no. 
25791.68, filed on 12/27/2001; (32) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney 
docket no 25791.92, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,048, 
attorney docket no. 25791.93, filed on 4/12/2002; (34) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791.104, filed on 5/6/2002; (35) U^. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; (36) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney docket no. 25791 . 108, filed on 6/12/2002; (37) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/391,703, attorney docket no. 25791.90, filed on 6/26/2002; 
and (38) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/397,284, attorney docket no. 25791.106, filed 
on 7/19/2002, tiie disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

[00176] As illustrated in Fig. 1 7c, in an exemplary experimental implementation, prior to the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the portions 1942 of the first and second tubular members, 1900 
and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922, a variable gap 1944 is typically 
present between the threads, 1908 and 1920, and 1910 and 1922, that may permit fluidic materials to 
pass there through. The gap 1944 may be present, for example, m the radial, longitudinal and/or 
circumferential directions. The leakage of fluidic materials through the gap 1944 can cause serious 
problems, for example, in the extraction of subterranean fluids during oil or gas exploration and 
production operations, during the transport of hydrocarbons using imderground pipelines, durmg the 
transport of pressurized fluids in a chemical processing plant, or within the heat exchanger tubes of a 
power plant. 

[00177] In an exemplary experimental implementation, as illustrated in Fig. 17d, following the 
radial expansion and plastic deformation of the portion 1942 of the first and second tubular members, 
1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910. 1920, and 1922, the gap 1944 between fte 
threads was unexpectedly eliminated thereby creating a fluid tight seal; As a result a fluid tight seal 
may be provided within the threads^ 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1900 and 1912, without an elastomeric, or other conventional, sealing element present. 
[00178] Furthermore, in an ©cemplary experimental implementation, following the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the portions 1942 of the first and second tubular members, 1900 
and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922, a fluid tight seal was also created 
between the interior circumference of the tubular sleeve 1 924 and the exterior circumferences of the 
first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912. 

100179) Thus, the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments of Figs. I7a-17d may also be 
used to provide a fluid tight seal between the first and second tubular members, 10, 28, 910, 938, 1010, 
1036, 1110, 1128, 1210, 1232, 1310, 1328, 1410, 1430, 1510, 1516, 1610, 1632, 1700 and/or 1716, 
tiiat are coupled end-to-end and include one or more of the tubular sleeves, 1 6, 1 1 0, 2 1 0, 3 1 0, 4 1 0, 
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510,610,710,810,918, 1018, 1116, 1216, 1316, 1418, 1512, 1616 and/or 1732. A fluid tight seal 
may thereby be formed within the threaded connection between the adjacent tubular members and/or 
between the tubular sleeve and the adjacent tubular members. 

[00180] More generally, the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments may be used to solve 
the problem of providing a fluid tight seal between all types of tubular members such as, for example, 
wellbore casings, pipes, underground pipelines, piping used in the transport of pressurized fluids in a 
chemical processing plant, or within the heat exchanger tubes of a power plant 
[00181] Furthermore, the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments may be used to solve 
the problem of providing a fluid tight seal between all types of tubular members such as, for example, 
wellbore casings, chemical processing pipes and underground pipelines, without having to radially 
expand and plastically deform the entire length of the tubular members. Instead, only those portions of 
the tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve provided adjacent to the joint between the tubular 
members needs to be radially expanded and plastically deformed. Furthermore, in an exemplary 
embodiment, the amount of radial expansion and plastic deformation ranged from less than about one 
percent to less than about five percent. As a result, the amount of time and resources typically needed 
to perform the radial expansion and plastic deformation is economicaU 

[00182] More generally, the teachings of the exemplary embodiments may be used to provide an 
inexpensive and reliable fluid tight seal between tubular members. In this manner, expensive and 
unreliable methods of providing a fluid tight seal between tubular members such as, for example, those 
methods utilized in the chemical processing industries and in power plant heat exchangers may be 
replaced with the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments. 

[00183] Furthermore, the teachings of the exemplary embodiments provide a method of radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the ends of adjacent coupled tubular members in which the 
freedom of movement of the adjacent ends of the coupled tubular members is constrained by the 
presence of the tubular sleeve. As a result, during the subsequent radial expansion process, the 
adjacent ends of the coupled tubular members are compressed into the plastic region of the stress-strain 
curve. Consequently, the material of flie adjacent ends of the coupled tubular members such as, for 
example, the internal and external threads, flow into and fill any gaps or voids that may have existed 
within the junction of the coupled tubular members thereby providing a fluid tight seal. The creation 
of the fluid tight seal widiin the junction of the adjacent tubular members was an unexpected resuh that 
was discovered during experimental analysis and testing of the present exemplary embodiments. In 
fact, also unexpectedly, during a furflier exemplary analysis and testing of the present exemplary 
embodiments, a fluid tight seal was maintained within the junction b^een two adjacent tubulars 
despite being bent over 60 degrees relative to one another. 

[00184] Thus the present exemplary embodiments will eliminate the need for expensive high 
precision threaded connection for tubular members in order to provide a fluid tight seal. Instead, a 
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fluid tight seal can now be provided using a combination of less expensive conventional threaded 
connection and a tubular sleeve that are then radially expanded to provide a fluid tight seal. Thus, the 
commercial application of the present exemplary embodiments will dramatically reduce the cost of oil 
and gas exploration and production. Furthermore, the teachings of the (present exemplary embodiments 
can be extended to provide a fluid tight seal between adjacent tubular members in other applications 
such as, for example, underground pipelines, piping in chemical processing plants, and piping in power 
plants, in which conventional, inexpensive, piping with conventional tht^aded connections can be 
coupled together with a tubular sleeve and then radially expanded to provide an inexpensive and 
reliable fluid tight seal between the adjacent pipe sections. 

[00185] Referring to Figs. 1 8a and 1 8b, in an alternative embodiment, a conventional rotary 
expansion tool 2000 may then lowered into the first and second tubular: members, 1900 and 1912, to a 
position proximate the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the rotary expansion tool 2000 may be, for example, a rotary expansion tool as disclosed 
in U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2001/0045284, published on November 29, 2001, the 
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference. 

[00186] As illustrated in Fig. 18b, The rotary expansion tool 2000 may then be controllably 
increased in size and operated until the outside circumference of the rotary expansion tool engages and 
radially expands and plastically deforms the end portions of the first and second tubular members, 
1900 and 1912, proximate the expansion cone. The rotary expansion tool 2000 may Aen be displaced 
in the longitudinal direction 2002 thereby radially expanding and plastically deforming the remaining 
portions of the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 
1910, 1920, and 1922. In an exemplary embodiment, the amount of radial expansion is less than about 
five percent After completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the portion 1942 of the 
first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 
1922, the rotary expansicm tool 2000 may then be controllably reduced in size until the outside 
circumference of the expansion cone disengages from the portion of the second tubular above the 
portion of the second tubular member in the vicinity of the threads. In this manner, only the portions of 
the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, 
and 1922, are radially expanded and plastically deformed. 

[00187) More generally still, as illustrated in Fig. 1 9, tfie teachings of the present exemplary 
embodiments provide a method 2100 of providing a fluid tight seal between a pair of adjacent tubular 
members in which the location of a fluid leak may be detected in the junction between a pair of 
adjacent tubular members in step 2102. In an exemplary embodiments in step 2102, a pressurized fluid 
may be injected through the adjacent coupled tubular members and the amount, if any, of any fluid 
leakage through the junctions between the adjacent tubular members monitored. 
(00188] If the amount of fluid leakage through the junctions of the adjacent tubular members 
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exceeds a pi*edetermined amount, then a tubular sleeve may then be coupled to and overlapping the 
junction between the adjacent tubular members in step 2104. And, finally, in step 2106, the portions 
of the tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve may then be radially expanded. In this manner, a 
cost efficient and reliable method for repairing leaks in the jimctions between adjacent tubular* 
members may be provided, 

[00189] Referring to Fig. 20, in an exemplary embodiment, after radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and the tubular sleeve 1924, an 
energy source 2202 may be operably coupled to the second tubular member. The energy source 2202 
may include, for example, a source of electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy. A controller 2204 
may also be operably coupled to the energy source 2202 for controlling the operation of the energy 
source. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and the 
tubular sleeve 1924 are positioned within a borehole 2206 that traverses a subterranean formation 
2208, and the energy source 2202 and the controller 2204 are positioned on the surface. 
[00190] During operation, electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy may then be transmitted 
through the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and the tubular sleeve 1924, using the 
energy source 2202 and controller 2204. In an exemplary embodiment, the first tubular member 1900 
may be operably coupled to an earth ground 2206 such as, for example, a subterranean formation. In 
this manner, the transmission of electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal enei^ through the tubular 
members, 1900 and 1912, and the tubular sleeve 1924, may be enhanced. The enhanced coupling of 
the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, provided by the addition of the tubular sleeve 
1924 during the radial expansion [^-ocess, provides a enhanced conductive pathway for electrical, 
thermal, and/or acoustic energy. 

[00191] In an exemplaiy embodiment, the transmitted electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy 
may be used, for example, to transmit communication signals to downhole tools, heat the first and 
second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and tubular sleeve 1924, and/or to inject energy into the 
sunrounding subterranean formation. In tiiis manner, information may be transmitted through the 
tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and tubular sleeve 1924 to downhole tools. As will be recognized 
by persons having ordinary skill in the art, the transmission of an electrical current through the first and 
second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, will cause resistance heating of the tubular members. In this 
manner, the surrounding subterranean formation may be heated to thereby &cilitate the extraction and 
recovery of hydrocarbons. 

[00192] More generally, the teachings of the exemplary embodiment of Fig. 20 may be applied to 
one or more of the teachings of the exemplary embodiments of Figs, la-19 in order to transmit 
electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy through the corresponding radially expanded and plastically 
deformed tubular members and sleeves. In particular, the enhanced coupling of the tubular members 
of the exemplary embodiments of Figs, la-19, provided by the addition of die corresponding tubular 
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sleeves during the radial expansion process, provides an enhanced conductive pathway for the 
transmission of electrical, thermal and/or acoustic energy through the radially expanded tubular 
members. 

[001931 More generally still, the teachings of Fig. 20 may applied to the one or more of the 
teachings of the exemplary embodiments of Figs, la-19 in order to transmit electrical, acoustic, and/or 
thermal enei:gy through the corresponding tubular members and sleeves, prior to the radial expansion 
and plastic deformation of the tubular members and sleeves. In particular, the enhanced coupling of 
the tubular members of the exemplary embodiments of Figs, la-19, provided by the addition of the 
corresponding tubular sleeves, prior to the radial expansion process, provides an enhanced conductive 
pathway for the transmission of electrical, thermal and/or acoustic energy through the radially 
expanded tubular members. 

(00194] Referring to Fig. 2 1 , an exemplary embodiment of a dual well completion system 2300 
includes an inner tubing string 2302 and an outer tubing string 2304 that are positioned and supported 
within a borehole 2306 that traverses a subterranean formation 2308. The inner tubing string 2302 
includes a first tubular member 23 10 that is threadably coupled to a second tubular member 23 12. The 
inner tubing string 2302 further includes a tubular sleeve 23 14 that coupled to the ends of the first and 
second tubular members, 2310 and 2312. The outer tubing string 2304 includes a first tubular member 
23 1 6 that is threadably coupled to a second tubular member 23 1 8. The outer tubing string 2304 further 
includes a tubular sleeve 2320 that is coupled to tlie ends of the first and second tubular members, 
2316 and 2318. 

{00195] In an exemplary embodiment, the first tubular members, 23 1 0 and 23 1 6, may be any one 
ofthe tubular members, 28, 938, 1036, 1128, 1232, 1328, 1430, 1516, 1632. 1716, or 1912, described 
above with reference to Figs. 1 a-20, the second tubular members, 23 1 2 and 23 1 8, may be any of the 
tubular members, 10, 910, 1010, 1110, 1210, 1310, 1410, 1510, 1610, 1700, or 1900, described above 
with reference to Figs, la-20, and the tubular sleeves, 23 14 and 2320, may be any one ofthe tubular 
sleeves, 16, 110, 210, 310, 410, 510, 610, 710, 810, 918, 1018, 1116, 1216, 1316, 1418, 1512, 1616, 
1732, or 1924 , described above with reference to Figs, la-20. 

[00196] In an exemplary embodiment, the outer tubing string 2304 is positioned within the 
borehole 2306, with the lower portion of the outer tubing string positioned above and proximate a 
producing subterranean zone 2322, and radially expanded and plastically deformed as described above 
with reference to Figs, la-20. In an exemplary embodiment, the upper portion ofthe outer tubmg 
string 2304 is supported, for example, by coupling the upper portion ofthe outer tubing string to a 
wellbore casing. The inner tubular string 2302 is Aen positioned within the borehole 2306, with the 
lower portion ofthe inner tubing string positioned above and proximate another producing zone 2324, 
and radially expanded and plastically deformed as described above with reference to Figs, la-20. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the upper portion of the inner tubing string 2302 is supported, for example, by 
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coupling the upper portion of the inner tubing string to a wellbore casing. In this manner, an annular 
flow passage 2326 is defined between the inner and outer tubing strings, 2302 and 2304, and a flow 
passage 2328 is defined within the inner tubing string. In an exemplary embodiment, conventional 
packers, 2330 and 2332, are coupled to the lower portions of Ifae outer and inner tubing strings, 2304 
and 2302, respectively, for fluidicly isolating the producing zones, 2322 and 2324 from one another. 
Furthermore, the packers, 2330 and 2332, in an exemplary embodiment, also fluidicly isolate tfie 
annular passage 2326 from the passage 2328, as well as fluidicly isolate the annular passage 2326 and 
the passage 2328 from an annular passage 2334 defined between the outer tubing string 2304 and the 
borehole 2306. 

[00197) During operation of the dual well completion system 2300, fluidic materials within the 
producing zone 2322 are conveyed out of the borehole 2306 through the annular passage 2326, and 
fluidic materials within the producing zone 2324 are conveyed out of the borehole through the annular 
passage 2328. In this manner, the dual well completion system 2300 permits simultaneous and/or 
separate extraction of fluidic materials from the producing zones, 2322 and 2324. Furthermore, the use 
of the tubular sleeves, 23 1 4 and 2320, in the inner and outer tubing strings, 2302 and 2304, 
respectively, permits an increased volumetric flow of fluidic materials through the annular passage 
2326 and the passage 2328. In particular, in an exemplary embodiment, the use of the tubular sleeves, 
23 14 and 2320, in the inner and outer tubing strings, 2302 and 2304, in combination with first and 
second tubular members, 2310 and 2312 and 2316 and 2318, respectively, having conventional 
flireaded connections, increases the permissible radial clearances between the inner and outer tubing 
strings thereby increasing the maximum volumetric flow rates through the annular passage 2326 and 
the passage 2328. 

[00198] A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming a first tubular member and a 
second tubular member has been described that includes insertuig an end of the first tubular member 
into an end of a tubular sleeve having an internal flange into abutment with the internal flange, 
inserting an end of the second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve, threadably 
coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member within the tubular sleeve until both ends of 
the first and second tubular members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve, and displacing an 
expansion cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at one end 
of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve fiirther includes one or more 
sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular 
members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes placing the tubular members in 
another structure, and displacing the expansion cone through the interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes radially expanding the 
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tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the method fiirther 
includes sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the other structure comprises a wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the other 
structure comprises a wellbore casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further 
comprises a sealing element coupled to the exterior of the tubular sleevie. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is non- 
metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular sleeve is ceramic. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes breaking the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal 
slots. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. 
[00199] A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming a first tubular member and a 
second tubular member has also been described that includes inserting an end of the first tubular 
member into an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling the end of the tubular sleeve to the end of the first 
tubular member, inserting an end of the second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve, 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member within the tubular sleeve, coupling 
the other end of the tubular sleeve to the end of the second tubular member, and displacing an 
expansion cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, coupling the ends of the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 
members includes coupling the ends of the tubular sleeve to the ends qf the first and second tubular 
members using locking rings. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the ends of the tubular sleeve to 
the ends of the first and second tubular members using locking rings includes wedging the locking 
rings between the ends of the tubular sleeve and the ends of the first and second tubular members. In 
an exemplary embodiment, coupling the ends of the tubular sleeve to Hie ends of the first and second 
tubular members using locking rings includes affixing the locking rings to the ends of the first and 
second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the locking rings are resilient In an 
exemplary embodiment, the locking rings are elastomeric. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling tfie 
ends of the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members includes crimping the 
ends of the tubular sleeve onto die ends of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes one or more sealing members for sealing the inter&ce 
between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes placing the tubular members in another structure, and displacing the expansion 
cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes radially expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve 
and the other structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the 

47 



wo 2«04/(M)9950 PCT/US2003/020694 

tubular sleeve further includes a sealing element coupled to the exterior of the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve 
is non-metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve is ceramic. In an exemplary embodimcjnt, the method further includes 
breaking the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more 
longitudinal slots. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial 
passages. 

[00200] A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming a first tubular member and a 
second tubular member has also been described that mcludes inserting an end of a tubular sleeve 
having an external flange into an end of the first tubular member until the external flange abuts the end 
of the first mbular member, inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a second tubular 
member, threadably coupling the ends of tlie first and second tubular naember within the tubular sleeye 
until botli ends of the first and second tubular members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve, 
and displacing an expansion cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of die 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at 
one end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes one or 
more sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method fiirther includes placing the tubular 
members in another structure, and displacing the expansion cone Aiough the interiors of the first and 
second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the other structure comprises a wellbore. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is non- 
metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular sleeve is ceramic. In an exemplary embodiment, the method fUrtficr includes breaking the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal 
slots. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve mcludes one or more radial passages. 
[00201] A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming a first tubular member and a 
second tubular member has also been described that includes inserting an end of the first tubular 
member into an end of a tubular sleeve having an internal flange into abutment with the internal flange, 
inserting an end of the second tubular member into another end of thd tubular sleeve into abutment 
with the internal flange, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member to the tubular sleeve, 
and displacing an expansion cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at 
one end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further comprises one 
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or more sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes placing tlie tubular 
members in another structure, and displacing the expansion cone through the interiors of the first and 
second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method fiirther includes radially 
expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the other 
structure is a wellbore casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes a 
sealing element coupled to the exterior of die tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular 
sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is tion-metallic. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes breaking the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudmal slots. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member to the tubular sleeve includes heating the 
tubular sleeve and inserting the ends of the first and second tubular members into the tubular sleeve. In 
an exemplary embodiment, coupling the ends of tiie first and second tubular meinber to the tubular 
sleeve includes coupling the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members using a 
locking ring. 

[00202] A method has been described that includes coupling an end of a first tubular member to an 
end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular 
sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, and radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular ihember. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve mcludes an internal flange. In an exernplary embodiment, coupling the 
end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the end of the first 
tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with the mtemal flange. In an 
exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular 
sleeve includes inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve 
into abutment with the internal flange. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second 
tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the end of the second tubular 
member into the other end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. In an 
exemplary embodiment, die tubular sleeve includes an external flange. In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the end 
of the tubular sleeve into the end of the first tubular member until the €tnd of the first tubular member 
abuts the external flange. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into 
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the end of the second tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external 
flange. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end 
of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second 
tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange. In an exemplary 
embodiment, coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes 
inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the end of the tubular sleeve. 
In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve includes inserting another retaining ring between the end of the second tubular member 
and the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second 
tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting a retaining ring between the 
end of the first tubular member and the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, • 
the retaining ring is resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the retainihg ring and the other retaining 
ring are resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring is resilient In an exemplary 
embodiment, coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes 
deformuig the end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second 
tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes deforming the other end of the tubular 
sleeve, hi an exemplaiy embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end 
of the tubular sleeve includes defonning the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplaiy 
embodiment, coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes 
coupling a retaining ring to fte end of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes coupling 
another retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling the end of the second tubular member to die odier end of the tubular sleeve includes coupling 
a retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining 
ring is resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring is resilient In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve mcludes heating the end of 
the tubular sleeve, and inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve. 
In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve includes heating the other end of the tubular sleeve, and inserting the end of the second 
tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the 
end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes heating the other end 
of the tubular sleeve, and inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of die 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end 
of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the end of the fust tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve, and latching the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. In an 
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exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular 
sleeve includes inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve, and 
latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve 
includes inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve, and latching 
the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more sealing members for sealing the 
interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the method further includes placing the tubular members in another structure, and then 
radially expanding and plastically defonming the first tubular member aid the second tubular member. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes radially expanding the tubular sleeve into 
engagement with the structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes sealing an 
annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the other 
structure is a wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore casing. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes a sealing element coupled to the exterior of 
the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary 
embodunent, the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is 
plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is ceramic. Irt an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes breaking the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve 
includes one or more longitudmal slots. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one 
or more radial passages. In an exemplary embodiment, radially e}q)anding and plastically deforming 
the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve includes displacing an 
expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member, the second tubular 
member, and the tubular sleeve includes applymg radial pressure to thel interior surfaces of the first and 
second tubular member using a rotating member. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further 
includes amoiphously bonding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method 
further includes welding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic 
defomiatton of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplaryiembodiment, the method further 
includes providing a fluid tight seal within the du^aded coupling betw^ the first and second tubular 
members during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential 
tension, placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression, and placing the 
end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. In ^n exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression, placing the end of 
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the first tubuJar member in circumferential tension, and placing the end of the second tubular member 
in circumferential tension. In an exemplary embodiment, radially expanding and plastically deforming 
the first tubular member and the second tubular member includes radially expanding and plastically 
deforming only the portions of the first and second members proximate the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the method further includes providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular 
sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the first 
tubular member includes internal threads, and the second tubular member includes external threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and thefsecond tubular member includes 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second members 
proximate the threads of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes providing a fluid tight seal between the threads of the first and second tubular 
members. In an exemplary embodiment^ the method further includes providing a fluid tight seal 
between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the first and second tubular members are wellbore casings. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the first and second tubular members are pipes. 

[00203] A method has been described that includes providing a tubular sleeve including an internal 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, inserting an end of a first tubul^ member into 
an end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange, inserting an end of a second tubular 
member into another end of the tubular sleeve into abutment the internal flange, threadably coupling 
the ends of the first and second tubular members, radially expanding ^d plastically deforming the first 
tubular member and the second tubular member, placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension, 
placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression, and placing the end of the 
second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

[00204] A method has been described that includes providing a tubular sleeve including an 
external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, inserting an end of the tubular sleeve 
into an end of a first tubular member until the end of the first tubular member abuts with die external 
flange, inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member until the 
end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange, threadably coupling the ends of the first 
and second tubular members, radially expanding and plastically defortning the first tubular member 
and the second tubular member, placing the tubular sleeve in cireumfarential compression, placing tfie 
end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension, and placing the end of the second tubular 
member in circumferential tension. 

[00205] A method has been described that includes providing a tubular sleeve including an internal 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, inserting an end of a first tubular member into 
an end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange, inserting an end of a second tubular 
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member into another end of the tubular sleeve into abutment the internal flange, threadably coupling 
the ends of the first and second tubular members, riadially expanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first tubular member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first 
and second tubular members, placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension, placing the end of 
the first tubular member in circumferential compression, and placing the end of the second tubular 
member in circumferential compression. 

[00206] A method has been described that includes providing a tubular sleeve including an 
external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, inserting an end of the tubular sleeve 
into an end of a first tubular member until the end of the first tubular member abuts with the external 
flange, inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member until the 
end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange, threadably coupling the ends of the first 
and second tubular members, radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first 
tubular member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and second tubular 
members, placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression, placing the end of the first tubular 
member in circumferential tension, and placing the end of the second tubular member in 
circumferential tension. 

[00207] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve, a first tubular member 
coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve, and a second tubular member coupled to another end of the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension, the end 
portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential compression, and the end portion of the second 
tubular member is in circumferential compression. In an exemplary eipbodiment, the tubular sleeve is 
in circumferential compression, die end portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential 
tension, and the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes an internal flange. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the end portion of the first tubular member is received within an end of the tubular sleeve, and the end 
portion of the second tubular member is received within another end oif the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the end portions of the fu^ and second tubular members abut the internal 
flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodunent, the end portion of the first tubular member 
is received within an end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portions of the 
first and second tubular members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the end portion of the second tubular member is received within an end of the tubular 
sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portions of the first and? second tubular members abut 
the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodunent, the internal flange of the 
tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an end of the tubuJar sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes an external flange. In an exemplary embodiment, an end 
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portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the first tubular member; and another end portion of the 
tubular sleeve is received within the end portion of the second tubular member. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the end portions of the first and second tubular members abut the external flange of the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within 
the end portion of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portions of the first 
and second tubular members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the end portion of the second 
tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portions of tha first and second tubular 
members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the external 
flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an end of the tubular sleeve. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more sealing members for 
sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a retaining ring positioned between the end of 
the first tubular member and the end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus 
further includes another retaining ring positioned between the end of the second tubular member and 
the other end of die tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a 
retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the other end of the tubular 
sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring is resilient Ip an exemplary embodiment, the 
retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient. In an exemplaiy embodiment, the retaining ring 
is resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the end of the tubular sleeye is deformed onto the end of the 
first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the other end of the tubular sleeve is deformed 
onto the end of the second tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the other end of the tubular 
sleeve is deformed onto die end of the second tubular member. In an:exemplary embodiment, the 
apparatus further includes a retaining ring coupled to the end of the first tubular member for retaining 
the tubular sleeve onto the end of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
apparatus further includes another retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for 
retaining the other end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular membw. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a retaining ring coupled to the end of the second 
tubular member for retaining the other end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular 
member. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring is resilient In an exemplary embodiment, 
the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining 
ring is resilient In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a locking ring for 
coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the apparatus further includes another locking ring for coupling the end of the second 
tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus 
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further includes a locking ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of 
the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a structure for 
receiving the first and second tubular members and the tubular sleeve, and the tubular sleeve contacts 
the interior surface of the structure. In an exemplary embodiment, die tubular sleeve further includes a 
sealing member for fluidicly sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and the structure. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the other 
structure is a wellbore casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes a 
sealing element coupled to the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve 
is ceramic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is frangible. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal slots. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and 
second tubular members are amorphously bonded. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second 
tubular members are welded. In an exemplary embodiment, the internal threads of the first tubular . 
member and the internal threads of the second tubular member together provide a fluid tight seal. In an 
exemplary embodiment, only the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the 
tubular sleeve are plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, a fluid tight seal is provided 
between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the first tubular member includes internal threads; and wherein the second tubular 
member includes external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. In an 
exemplary embodiment, only the portions of the first and second members proximate the threads of the 
first and second tubular members are plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, a fluid tig^t 
seal is provided between the threads of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve a|id at least one of the first and 
second tubular members. 

[00208] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve including an internal flange 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member received within an end of the 
tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment widi the internal flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal flueads of the first tubular member. The tubular 
sleeve is in circumferential tension, the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression, 
and the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression. 
[00209] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve comprising an external 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member tfiat receives an end of 
the tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
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member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that comprises 
externa! threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The tubular sleeve is in 
circumferential compression, the first tubular member is in circumferential tension, and the second 
tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

[00210] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve comprising an internal 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member received within an end 
of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second 
tubular member received within anotlier end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange 
that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The 
tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension, the end of first tubular member is in circumferential 
compression, the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression, a fluid tight seal 
is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members, and a 
fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 
[00211] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve comprising an external 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives an end of 
the tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that comprises 
external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The tubular sleeve is in 
circumferential compression, tiie first tubular member is in circumferential tension, the second tubular 
member is in circumferential tension, a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at 
least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads 
of the first and second tubular members. 

[00212] A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverses the subteiranean source of 
geothermal energy, positioning a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming die first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
withm the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, over]2q)ping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within the borehole, and extracting geothermal energy fi-om the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first and second basing strings. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first apd second casing strings is 
constant Li an exemplary embodiment, at least one of the first and second casing strings includes a 
tubular sleeve, a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal 
threads at an end portion, and a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve 
comprising external threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end portion of the 
first tubular member. 
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[00213] A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, positioning a first casing string within the boreholej, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
witliin the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within the borehole, and extracting) geothermal energy from the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using the &st and second casing strings, the interior 
diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and at least one of the 
fust and second casing strings includes a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member receive4 within an end of the tubular 
sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threiads, and a second tubular 
member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
[00214] A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subten^ean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothennal energy, positioning a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothennal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within the borehole, and extracting geothermal energy from the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first and second casing strings. The interior 
diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and at least one of die 
first and second casing strings include: a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve 
that abuts external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular member that receives 
another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 

[00215] A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, positioning a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within the borehole, and extracting geothermal energy from the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first and second casing strings. The interior 
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diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and at least one of the 
first and second casing strings include a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular 
sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The tubular 
sleeve is in circumferential tension, the first tubular member is in circumferential compression, the 
second tubular member is in circumferential compression, a fluid tight seal is provided between die 
tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is 
provided between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

[00216] A method of extractmg geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geotiiermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, positioning a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within the borehole, and extracting geothermal energy fi-om the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first and second casing strings. The interior 
diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and wherein at least 
one of the first and second casing strings include a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives an end of the 
tubular sleeve that abuts external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular member 
that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that comprises external 
threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The tubular sleeve is in 
circumferential compression, the first tubular member is in circumferential tension, the second tubular 
member is in circumferential tension, a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at 
least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads 
of the first and second tubular members. 

[002171 An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, a first casing string positioned within the borehole, and a second casing positioned within the 
borehole that overlaps with the first casing string that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy. The first casing string and the second casing string are radiaUy expanded and plastically 
deformed within the borehole. In an exemplary embodiment, the interior diameter of a passage defined 
by the first and second casing strings is constant In an exemplary embodiment, at least one of the first 
and second casing strings include a tubular sleeve, a first tubular member coupled to an end of the 
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tubular sleeve comprising internal threads at an end portion, and a second tubular member coupled to 
another end of the tubular sleeve comprising external threads at an end portion that engage the internal 
threads of the end portion of the first tubular member. 

[00218] An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, a first casing string positioned within the borehole, a second casing string within the borehole 
that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string. 
The first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically deformed within the borehole, 
the inside diameter of a passage defmed by the first and second casing strings is constant, and at least 
one of the first and second casing strings includes a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member received within an end of the 
tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
[00219] An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, a 
fu*st casing string positioned within the borehole, and a second casing string positioned within the 
borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing 
string. The interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings include: a tubular sleeve comprising an 
external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a firist tubular member that receives 
an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second 
tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
[00220] An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, a first casing string positioned within the borehole, and a second casing string within the 
borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing 
string. The first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically deformed within the 
borehole. The inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, 
and at least one of the first and second casing strings include: a tubular sleeve comprising an internal 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member received within an end 
of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises interna! threads, a second 
tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange 
that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member, the tubular 
sleeve is in circumferential tension, the first tubular member is in circumferential compression, the 
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second tubular member is in circumferential compression, a fluid tight seal is provided between the 
tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is 
provided between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

[00221} An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy fi-om a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, a first casing string positioned within the borehole, and a second casing string positioned 
within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy that overlaps with the 
first casing string. The interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 
constant, and at least one of the first and second casing strings include: a tubular sleeve comprising an 
external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a fir$t tubular member that receives 
an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts extemal flange that comprises internal tiireads, and a second 
tubular member tfiat receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abUts the extemal flange that 
comprises extemal threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The tubular 
sleeve is in circumferential compression, the first tubular member is in circumferential tension, the 
second tubular member is in circumferential tension, a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular 
sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is provided 
between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

[00222] A method has been described that includes coupling an eod of a first tubular member to an 
end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular 
sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, injecting a pressurized fluid through 
the first and second tubular members, detemiining if any of the pressurized fluid leaks through the 
coupled ends of the first and second tubular members, and if a predetermined amount of the 
pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of tiie first and second tubular members, then 
coupling a tubular sleeve to tfie ends of the first and second tubular members and radially expanding 
and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, radially expanding and.plastically deforming only the 
portions of the firet and second tubular members proxunate the tubular sleeve mcludes displacing an 
expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, radially expanding and plastically defomfiing only the portions of the first and second 
tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve includes applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces 
of the first and second tubular member proximate the tubular sleeve using a rotating member. 
[00223] A method has been described that includes coupling an end of a first tubular member to an 
end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular 
sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular member, and transmitting energy through 
the first and second tubular members, hi an exemplary embodiment, the energy is electrical energy. In 
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an exemplary embodiment, the electrical energy is a communication signal. In an exemplaiy 
embodiment, the energy is thermal energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is acoustic 
energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is transmitted through the first and second tubular 
members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and second tubular members. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is transmitted through the first and second tubular members 
after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and second tubular members. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the method further includes placing the tubular members in another structure, 
then radially expanding the tubular members, and transmitting energy through the first and second 
tubular members. 

[00224] A system has been described that includes a source of energy, a borehole formed in the 
earth, a first tubular member positioned within the borehole operably coupled to the source of energy, a 
second tubular member positioned within the borehole coupled to the first tubular member, and a 
tubular sleeve positioned within the borehole coupled to the first and second tubular members. The 
first tubular member, second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are plastically deformed into 
engagement with one another. In an exemplary embodiment, the source of energy is a source of 
electrical energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the source of energy js a source of thermal energy. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the source of energy is a source of acoustic energy. 
[00225] A method of operatuig a well for extracting hydrocarbons from a subterranean formation 
has been described that includes drilling a borehole into the earth that traverses the subteiranean 
formation, positioning a wellbore casing in the borehole, transmitting energy through tlie wellbore 
casing, and extracting hydrocarbons from the subtenranean formation. The wellbore casing includes a 
first tubular member, a second tubular member coupled to the first tubular member, and a tubular 
sleeve coupled to the fust and second tubular member. The first tubular member, the second tubular 
member, and the tubular sleeve are piastically deformed into engagement with one another. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the energy is electrical energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is 
tfiermal ener©'. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is acoustic einergy. 
[00226] A method of extracting fluidic materials from first and sedond producing subterranean 
formations traversed by a borehole has been described that includes coupling an end of a first tubular 
member to an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of 
the first tubular sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubulir members, positioning the 
coupled first tubular member, second tubular member and fu:st tubular sleeve within the borehole 
proximate the first producing subteiranean formation, radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
first nibular member, the second tubular member, and the first tubular sleeve within the borehole, 
coupling an end of a third tubular member to an end of a second tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a 
fourth tubular member to another end of the second tubular sleeve, coupling the ends of the third and 
fourth tubular members, positioning the coupled third tubular member^ fourth tubular member and 
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second tubular sleeve within the radially expanded and coupled first tubular member, second tubular 
member, and first tubular sleeve and the borehole proximate the second producing subterranean 
formation, radially expanding and plastically deforming the third tubular member, the fourth tubular 
member, and the second tubular sleeve within tlie borehole, extracting fluidic materials from the fu-st 
producing subterranean formation through an annular passage defined between the radially expanded 
and coupled first tubular member, second tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the radially 
expanded and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, arid second tubular sleeve, and 
extracting fluidic materials from the second producing subterranean formation through a passage 
defined witliin the radially expanded and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and 
second tubular sleeve. In an exemiplary embodiment, the method further includes fluidicly sealing aa 
annular passage defined between the radially expanded and coupled first tubular member, second 
tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the borehole, and fluidicly sealing an annular passage 
defined between the radially expanded and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and 
second tubular sleeve and the borehole. 

[00227] A system for extracting fluidic materials from first and second producing subterranean 
formations traversed by a borehole has been described that includes means for coupling an end of a 
first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, means for coupling an end of a second tubular 
member to another end of the first tubular sleeve, means for coupling the ends of the first and second 
tubular members, means for positioning the coupled first tubular member, second tubular member and 
first tubular sleeve within the borehole proximate the first producing subterranean formation, means for 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member, Uie second tubular member, and 
the first tubular sleeve within the borehole, means for coupling an end of a third tubular member to axi 
end of a second tubular sleeve, means for coupling an end of a fourth tubular member to another end of 
the second tubular sleeve, means for coupling the ends of the third and fourth tubular members, means 
for positioning the coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member and second tubular sleeve 
within the radially expanded and coupled first tubular member, second tubular member, and first 
tubular sleeve and the borehole proximate the second producing subtenranean formation, means for 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the third tubular member, the fourth tubular member, and 
the second tubular sleeve within the borehole, means for extracting fluidic materials from fte fust 
producing subterranean formation through an annular passage defined between the radially expanded 
and coupled first tubular member, second tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the radially 
expanded and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and second tubular sleeve, and 
means for extracting fluidic materials firom the second producing subterranean formation through a 
passage defined within the radially expanded and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular 
member, and second tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the system fiirttier includes meams 
for fluidicly sealing an annular passage defined between the radially expanded and coupled first tubular 
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member, second tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the borehole, and means for fluidicly 
sealing an annular passage defined between tlie radially expanded and coupled third tubular member, 
fourtl) tubular member, and second tubular sleeve and the borehole. 

(00228] It is understood that variations may be made in the foregoing without departing from the 
scope of the invention. For example, the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments may be 
used to provide a wellbore casing, a pipeline, or a structural support. Furthermore, the elements and 
teachings of the various illustrative embodiments may be combined in Whole or in part in some or all of 
the illustrative embodiments. 

[00229] Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shown and described, a 
wide range of modification, changes and substitution is contemplated in the foregoing disclosure. In 
some instances, some/eatures of the present invention may be employed without a corresponding use 
of the other features. Accordingly, it is appropriate that the appended claims be construed broadly and 
in a manner consistent with the scope of the invention. 
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Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method, comprising: 

coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve; 
coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular sleeve; 
coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; and 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular 
member. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange. 

3 . The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve into abutment 
with the internal flange. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein coupling tlie end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve into 
abutment with the internal flange. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve into 
abutment with the internal flange. 

6. The metliod of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the tubular sleeve mto the end of the first tubular member until the end of 
the first tubular member abuts the external flange. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second tubular member until the 
end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange. 

9. The method of claim 6, wherem coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting tiie other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second tubular member until the 
end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 
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inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

1 1 . The method of claim 10, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting another retaining ring between the end of the second tubular member and the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

14. The method of claim 1 1, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient 

15. The method of claim 12, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to tiie end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the end of the tubular sleeve. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of Ae second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling a retaining ring to the end of the first tubular member. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein coupling die end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling anodier retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

21. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling a retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

22. The method of claim 19, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

23 . The method of claim 20, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient 

24. The method of claim 2 1 , wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

25. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling tiie end of die first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 
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heating the end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the othef end of the tubular sleeve. 

27. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

28. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; and 
latching the end of tlie first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to tiie other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; and 
latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

30. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; and 
latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

31. The method of claim 1, wherem the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more sealing 
members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. 

32. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
placing the tubular members in another structure; and 

then radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second 
tubular member. 

33. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

radially expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. 

34. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. 

35. The method of claim 32, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

36. The method of claim 32, wherein the other structure comprises a wellboi^ casing. 

37. The method of claim I , wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing element coupled 
to the exterior of the tubular sleeve. 
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38. The method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

39. The method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

40. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

41. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

42. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
breaking the tubular sleeve. 

43. The method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal slots. 

44. The method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. 

45. The method of claim 1 , wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular 
member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular members. 

46. The method of claim 1, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular 
member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve comprises: 

applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second tubular member using a 
rotating member. 

47. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

amorphously bonding flie first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

48. . The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

welding the first and second tubular members during die radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

49. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal within the threaded coupling between the first and second tubular 
members during the radial expansion and plastic defcrmation of the first and second 
tubular members. 

50. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

5 1 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 

placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

52. The method of claim 1 , wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular 
member and the second tubular member comprises: 

radially expanding and plastically deforaiing only the portions of the first and second members 
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proximate the tubular sleeve. 

53. The method of claun 52, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second 
tubular members. 

54. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first tubular member comprises intemal threads; and 
wherein the second tubular member comprises external threads that engage the intemal threads of the 
first tubular member. 

55. The method of claim 54, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular 
member and the second tubular member comprises: 

radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second members 
proximate the threads of the first and second tubular members. 
.56. The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

57. The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second 
tubular members. 

58. The mediod of claim 1 , wherein the first and second tubular members comprise wellbore 
casings. 

59. The method of claim I. wherein the first and second tubular members comprise pipes. 

60. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an intemal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with 
the intemal flange; 

inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve into 

abutment the intemal flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforaiing the first tubular member and the second tubular 

member; 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 
61 . A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member until the end of the 
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first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member until the 

end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and pl2istically deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular 

member; 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 

placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

62. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with 
the internal flange; 

inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve into 

abutment the internal flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first tubular member and 

the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and second tubular 

members; 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential oompression; and 
•placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

63. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member until the end of the 

first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member until the 

end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first tubular member and 

the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and second tubular 

members; 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 
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placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

64. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member. 

65. The apparatus of claim 64, 

wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 

wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; and 
wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression. 

66. The apparatus of claim 64, 

wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 

wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; and 
wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

67. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein fte tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange . 

68. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is received 
within an end of the tubular sleeve; and wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is 
received within another end of the tubular sleeve. 

69. The apparatus of claim 68, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

70. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is received 
within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

71. The apparatus of claim 70, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

72. The apparatus of cldm 67, vdierein the end portion of the second tubular member is iweived 
within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

73. The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

74. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

75. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an 
end of die tubular sleeve. 

76. TTie apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

77. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the 
first tubular member; and wherein another end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the end 
portion of the second tubular member. 
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78. The apparatus of claim 77, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the externa! flange of the tubular sleeve. 

79. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the 
end portion of the first tubular member. 

80. The apparatus of claim 79, wherein the end portions of the fu^ and second tubular members 
abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

8 1 . The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubiflar sleeve is received within the 
end portion of the second tubular member. 

82. The apparatus of claim 8 1 , wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

83 . The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

84. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

85. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more sealing 
members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. 

86. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

87. The apparatus of claim 86, further comprising: 

another retaining ring positioned between die end of the second tubular member and the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

88. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

89. The q)paratus of claim 86, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

90. The apparatus of claim 87, wherein the retaining ring and the other retainmg ring are resilient. 

9 1 . The apparatus of claim 88, wherein the retainmg ring is resilient 

92. The apparatus of claim 64, vsiierein the end of the tubular sleeve is deformed onto die end of 
the first tubular member. 

93 . The apparatus of claim 92, wherein die other end of die tubular sleeve is defomied onto die 
end of the second tubular member. 

94. The aj^jaratus of claim 64, i^^erein die other end of die tubular sleeve is defomied onto tlie 
end of the second tubular member 

95. The apparatus of claim 64, fiirther comprising: 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the first tubular member for retaining the tubular sleeve 
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onto the end of the first tubular member. 

96. The apparatus of claim 95, further comprising: 

another retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for retaining the other 
end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular member. 

97. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for retaining the other end of 
the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular member. 

98. The apparatus of claim 95, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

99. The apparatus of claim 96, wherein the retaining ring and the! other retaining ring are resilient. 

100. The apparatus of claim 97, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

101 . The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a locking ring for coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. 

102. The apparatus of claim 101, further comprising: 

another locking ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

1 03 . The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a locking ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

1 04. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a structure for receiving the first and second tubular members and the tubular sleeve; 
wherein the tubular sleeve contacts the interior surface of the structure. 

105. The apparatus of claim 104, >^erein the tubular sleeve further comprises: 

a sealing member for fluidicly sealing the interface between Ihe tubular sleeve and die 
structure. 

1 06. The apparatus of claim 1 04, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

1 07. The apparatus of claim 1 04, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

1 08. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing element 
coupled to the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve. 

1 09. The apparatus of claim 64, wherem the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

110. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

111. The ai^aratus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

1 12. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

113. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is fimgible. 

1 14. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises one or more longitudinal 
slots. 

1 1 5. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises one or more radial passages. 
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1 1 6. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first and second tubular members are amorphously 
bonded. 

117. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first and second tubular members are welded. 

118. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein only the portions of the first and second tubular members 
proximate the tubular sleeve are plastically deformed. 

1 1 9. The apparatus of claim 1 1 8, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve 
and at least one of the first and second tubular members. 

120. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first tubular member comprises internal threads; and 
wherein the second tubular member comprises external threads that engage the internal tiireads of the 
first tubular member. 

121. The apparatus of claim 120, wherein only the portions of the first and second members 
proximate the threads of the first and second tubular members are plastically deformed. 

122. The apparatus of claim 121, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the 
first and second tubular members. 

123. The apparatus of claim 121, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve 
and at least one of the first and second tubular members. 

124. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the 

internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of 

the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
whereui the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression; and 
wherein the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression. 

125. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange 

that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external 

flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first 

tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
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wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; and 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

126. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the 

internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of 

the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 

second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second tubular 

members. 

127. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a flrst tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeye and abuts the external flange 

that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external 

flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first 

tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
v^erein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 

vvdierein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 

second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second tubular 

members. 

128. A method of extracting geothemial energy firom a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
ccHnprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
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radially expanding and plastically defonning the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first 
and second casing strings. 

129. The metliod of claim 128, wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and 
second casing strings is constant. 

130. The method of claim 128, wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal threads at an 
end portion; and 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising external 

threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end portion of the first 
tubular member. 

131. A method of extracting geothermal enei^ fiiom a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothemial energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 
the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 

a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

75 



wo 2004/009950 PCT/US2OO3/020694 

the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
132. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within tlie borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve Aat abuts external 

flange that comprises internal direads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the 
external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads 
of the first tubular member. 
133. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically def(»ming the fu^ casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subtenanean source of geothermal energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defmed by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 
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a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular nieraber received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

1 34. A method of extracting geothennal energy fi'om a subteiranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energ>r, 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothemial energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubalar sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprises internal threads; and * 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the 

external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads 

of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
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wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 

wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 

wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

135. An apparatus for extracting geothemal energy from a subtenranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing positioned within the borehole that overlaps with the first casing string tliat 

traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
wherein the first casing string and the second casing string are radially expanded and 

plastically deformed within the borehole. 

136. The apparatus of claim 135, wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and 
second casing strings is constant 

1 37. The apparatus of claim 135, wherein at least one of the first aad second casing strings 
comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a fust tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal threads at an 
end portion; and 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising external 

threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end portion of the first 
tubular member. 

138. An s^paratus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; 

a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing strmgs are radially expanded and plastically deformed 

within the borehole; 

wherein the inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 
constant and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
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tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received v^lthin an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
139. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing string positioned within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 

geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioaed between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member tiiat receives another ^d of the tubular sleeve that abuts 4ie 
external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads 
of the first tubular member. 
1 40. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy firom a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; 

a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically deformed 

within the borehole; 

wherein the inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 
constant; and 

wherein at least one of die first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 
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the internal flange that comprises internal threads; 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

141 . An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, 

a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing string positioned within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 

geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defmed by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of die first and second casing strings conq>rise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positiohed between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprises internal threads; 
a second tubular member that receives anodier end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the 

external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads 

of the first tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherefai the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 
142. A method, comprising: 

coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 
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injecting a pressurized fluid through the first and second tubular members; 

determining if any of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the fu*st and 
second tubular members; and 

if a predetermined amount of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the first 
and second tubular members, then coupling a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and 
second tubular members and radially expanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve. 

1 43 . The method of claim 142, wherein radially expandmg and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular members. 

1 44. The method of claim 1 42, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second tubular member 
proximate the tubular sleeve using a rotating member. 

145. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

146. The method of claun 145, wherein the enei^ comprises electrical energy. 

147. The method of claim 146, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication signal. 

1 48. The method of claim 1 45, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy, 

149. The method of claim 145, v**erein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

1 50. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and second 
tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and second tubular 
members. 

151. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy is transmitted toough the first and second 
tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming thp first and second tubular 
members. 

1 52. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

153. The meAod of claim 152, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

1 54. The method of claim 1 53, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication signal. 

155. The method of claim 152, wherein the energy comprises thenlfial energy. 

1 56. The method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

1 57. The method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and second 
tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and second tubular 
members. 

158. The method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy is transmitted through the fu^ and second 
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tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and second tubular 
members. 

1 59. A system comprising: 
a source of energy; 

a borehole formed in the earth; 

a first tubular member positioned within the borehole operably coupled to the source of 
energy; 

a second tubular member positioned within the borehole coupled to the first tubular member; 
and 

a tubular sleeve positioned within the borehole coupled to the first and second tubular 
members; 

wherein the first tubular member, second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are plastically 
deformed into engagement with one another. 

1 60. The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of electrical energy. 

161. The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of thermal energy. 

162. The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of acoustic energy. 

163. A method of operating a well for extracting hydrocarbons &aai a subterranean formation, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole into the earth that traverses the subterranean formation; 
positioning a wellbore casing in the borehole; 
transmitting energy through the wellbore casing; and 
extracting hydrocarbons fi'om the subterranean formation; 
wherein the wellbore casing comprises: 
a first tubular member; 

a second tubular member coupled to the first tubular; member; and 
a tubular sleeve coupled to the first and second tubular member; and 
wherein the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are 
plastically deformed into engagement v\dth one another. 

1 64. The method of claim 1 63, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

165. The system of claim 1 63, wherein the energy comprises diermal energy. 

166. The system of claim 163, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

1 67. A method of extracting fluidic materials from first and second producing subterranean 
formations traversed by a borehole, comprising: 

coupling an end of a fu^t tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve; 

coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the first tubular sleeve; 

coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
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positioning the coupled first tubular member, second tubular member and first tubular sleeve 
within the borehole proximate the first producing subterranean formation; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member, the second tubular 
member, and the first tubular sleeve within the borehole; 

coupling an end of a third tubular member to an end of a second tubular sleeve; 

coupling an end of a fourth tubular member to another end of the second tubular sleeve; 

coupling the ends of the third and fourth tubular members; 

positioning the coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member and second tubular 

sleeve within tiie radially expanded and coupled first tubular member, second tubular 
member, and first tubular sleeve and the borehole proximate the second producing 
$ubten*anean formation; 

radially expanding and plastically defomiing the third tubular member, the fourth tubular 
member, and the second tubular sleeve within the borehole; 

extracting fluid ic materials from the first producing subterranean formation through an annular 
passage defined between the radially expanded and coupled first tubular member, 
second tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the radially expanded and coupled 
third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and second tubular sleeve; and 

extracting fluidic materials from the second producing subterrpnean fonnation through a 
passage defined within the radially expanded and coupled third tubular member, 
fourth tubular member, and second tubular sleeve. 

1 68. The method of claim 167, further comprising: 

fluidicly sealing an annular passage defined between the radially expanded and coupled first 

tubular member, second tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the borehole; and 

fluidicly sealing an annular passage defined between the radially expanded and coupled third 
tubular member, fourth tubular member, and second tubular sleeve and the borehole. 

169. A system for extracting fluidic materials from first and second producing subterranean 
formations traversed by a borehole, comprising: 

means for coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve; 
means for coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the first tubular 
sleeve; 

means for coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 

means for positioning the coupled first tubular member, second tubular member and first 

tubular sleeve within the borehole proximate the first producing subterranean 

formation; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member, the second 
tubular member, and the first tubular sleeve within the borehole; 
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means for coupling an end of a third tubular member to an end of a second tubular sleeve; 
means for coupling an end of a fourth tubular member to another end of the second tubular 
sleeve; 

means for coupling the ends of the third and fourth tubular members; 

means for positioning the coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member and second 
tubular sleeve within the radially expanded and coupled first tubular member, second 
tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the borehole proximate the second 
producing subterranean formation; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the third tubular member, the fourth 
tubular member, and the second tubular sleeve within the borehole; 

means for extracting fluidic materials from the first producing! subtenranean formation through 
an annular passage defined between the radially expanded and coupled first tubular 
member, second tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the radially expanded 
and coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and second tubular sleeve; 
and 

means for extracting fluidic materials from the second pnxlucing subterranean formation 

through a passage defmed within the radially expanded and coupled third tubular 

member, fourth tubular member, and second tubular deeve. 
0. The system of claim 169, further comprising: 

means for fluidicly sealing an annular passage defmed between the radially expanded and 

coupled first tubular member, second tubular member, and first tubular sleeve and the 

borehole; and 

means for fluidicly sealing an annular passage defmed between the radially expanded and 

coupled third tubular member, fourth tubular member, and second tubular sleeve and 
the borehole. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[received by the International Bureau on 09 January 2004 (09.01.04); 
original claim 64 cancelled; original claims 65, 67, 76, 89, 86, 88, 92, 94, 95, 97, 
101, 103, 104, 106, 118 and 120 amended; remaining claim^ unchanged (18 pages)] 

placing the end of the second tubular mpmber in circumferential tension. 

64. Canceiled 

65. An apparatus, comprisnig: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tabular sleeve; andl 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tabular sleeve and the first tabular 
member, 

wherein tubular sleeve b in circumjfisrentiai tensbn; 

wherein end portion of the first tubular member is in circumfeientia] oompiession; and 
wherein die end portion of tibe second tubular member is In circuioferentiaJ compression. 

66. An apparatns, comprising! 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coi^led to anopier end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; 

wherem the tubular sleeve is in ciicumi^ential comptessiotu 

Wherein the end portion of the first tubabr member is in circumfefential tension; and 

whcreb the end portion of tiie second tubular member is in circnniiferexitial tension. 

67. An ai^paratus, comprising; 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end! of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second mbular member coupled to another end of the tubular sJeieve and the first tubular 
member; 

wherem the tubular sleeve con^nises an intcma] flange. 
68* The apparatus of claim 67> vlierein the ehd portion of the first tubular nnember is received 
widun an ^ of file tubular sleeve; and wherein &e end portion of the second tubular member is 
received within another end of the tubular sleeve. 

69. The apparatus of claim 68, wherein the end portions of tile first and second tubular membei^ 
abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

70. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the ehd portion of the first tubular member is received 
wi^n an end of the tubular sleeve^ 

71. The apparatus of claun 70, wherrin the ehd portions of Ifac first aixi second tubular members 
abut the hiteraal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

72. The ^aratus of claun 67, wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is received 
within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

73. The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the end oortions of die first and second tubular members 
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abut the internal flange of the tubular skeve. 

74. The apparatus of claim 67, iwfaerein the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

75. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the internal flange of tfie tubular sleeve is positioned at an 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

76. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tabular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another eud of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; 

ixdierein Ifae tubular sleeve comprises anlextemai flange. 

77. The ^paratus of claim 76, wherein an ^d portion of the tubular sleeve is received wiOiin the 
first tubular member, and wherein another end (KXtion of the tubular sleeve is received within the end 
portion of tiie second tubular member. 

78. The apparatus of claim 77, wherein ifae end portions of tiie first and second tubular members 
abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

79. The appatBtus of claim 7$, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the 
end portion of the flrst tubular member. 

80. The apparatus of claim 79, whereinthe end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the e.Ytemal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

81 . The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received wittin the 
end portion of the second tabular member. 

82. The apparatus of claim 8 1 , wherem the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the external flange of the mbular sleeve. 

83. The ^paratus of claim 76, wherein fte C9C!emal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

84. The apparatus of claun 76, wfaesein the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an 
end of die tubular sleeve. 

85. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end fof Ifae tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to anomer end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member, 

wherein the tabular sleeve turttier comprises one or more sealing members for sealing tiie 
interface between the tubular sleeve and at leasi one of the tubular members. 

86. An apparatus, comprising: 
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a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
memben ^nd 

a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

87. The apparatus of claim 86, further comprising: 

another retaining ring positioned between the end of the second tubular member and the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

88. An apparatus, comprisuig: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of die tubular sleeve; 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubu]ar sleeve and 4ie first tubular 
member and 

a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

89. The iq>paratus of claim 86^ wherein die retaining ring is resilient 

90. The apparatus of claim 87, wherein the i staining ring and the other letainhg ring are resilient 

9 1 . The apparatus of clahn wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

92. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubnlar member coupled to an end 'of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to ano^er end of die tubular steeye and the first tubular 
member; 

vAerein the end of the tubular sleeve is defomed- onto die end of die first tubular member. 

93. The apparatus of claim 92, wherein the odio- end of the tubular sleeve Is deformed onto the 
end of the second tubular member. 

94. An apparatus* comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to anodier end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
memben 

therein die other end of the tubular sleeve is defixhned onto the end of the second tubular 
member. 

95. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 
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a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; 

a second tubular member coupled to anbther cod of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; and 

a retaining ring coupled to Ae end of thfe first tubular member for retaining ttie tubular sleeve 
onto the end of die first tubular imember. 

96. The apparatus of claim 95, fiulfaer comprising: 

anolber retaining ring coupled to the eod of the second tubular member for retaining the other 
end of the tubular sleeve oato the end of the second tubular member. 

97. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a fiist tubular member coupled to an end of die tubular sleeve; 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member, and 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member Ibr retaining the other end of 
the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular member. 

98. The apparatus of claim 95, wherein Ae retaining ring is resilicni. 

99. The apparatus of claim 96» wberem the retaining ring and the other retaining ring arc resilient. 

100. The apparatus of claim 97, wherein ti)e retahung rmg is resilient. 

1 01 . An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; 

a second tubular member coupled 1o another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; and 

a locking ring for coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. 

102. The apparatus of claim 101, further comprising: 

another locking ring for coupling Ihe end of ttie second tubular member to the olher end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

103. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of fte tubular sleeve; 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; and 

a loddng ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

104. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 
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a first tubular member coupled to an end of ibe tubular sleeve; 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tububr sleeve and the first tubular 
member, and 

a stnicture for receiving the &si and second tutmiar members and die tubular deeve; 
wherein the tubular sleeve contacts Ibe mterior !«urface of the structure. 

1 05. The apparatus of claim ] OA, wherein tfai: tubular sleeve furdi^r comprises: 

a sealing member for fhiididy sealing the interface between tie tubular sleeve and the 
structure. 

1 06. The ^paratus of claim 1 04, wberein Que structure comprises a wellbore. 

107. The apparatus of claim 104, wherein the structure comprises a weilbm casing. 

108. Ad apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another enO of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; 

wherein the tubular sleeve further compiiises a pealing element coupled to the exterior surfece 
ofdie tubular sleeve. 

1 09. An apparatus, comprismg: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an endjof fbc tubular sleei^; and 
a second tubular member coupled to anoQier end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
membei^ 

viieretn the tubular sleeve is metallic 

1 10. Ad apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an endlof the tubular sleeVe; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubijlar sleeve and the first tubular 
memben 

whereb the tubular sleeve is noivmetallic. 

111. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a fu^t tubular member coupled to an end ^f the tubular skeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; 

wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

112. An apparatus, comprising: 
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a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an enli of this tubular sleeve; and 
a se^nd tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sipeve and the first tubular 
member; 

wherem the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

113. An apparatus* comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of th^ tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to anodier efid of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member, 

wherein the tubular sleeve is frangible. 

114. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubuiar member coupled to an end of th^tuibular sleeve; aqd 
a second tubular member coupled to andther eiliU of the tabular sleeve and the first tubular 
member^ 

whtf em the tubular sleeve comprises one or mpre longihidinal slots, 
lis. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of thd bbular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to andiier e4d of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; 

vvherein the tubular sleeve comprises on^ or more radial passages. 

116. An apparams, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end! of die|tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to anottiqr ex^l of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; 

v^erein the first and second tubular members a|qe amorphously bonded. 

117. An qsparatusy comprising: 
a tubular sleeve 

a first tubular member coupled to an endlof thejliubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to anoAier en^ of the tubuiar sleeve and the first tubular 
member, 

wherein the first and second tubular memlsers ate welded. 

118. An apparatus, comprising: 
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a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member cxiup]ed:to an en^ of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another epd of die tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member, 

wherein only the portions of the first and secoad tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve 
are plastically deformed. 

1 19. The apparatus of claim 1 1 8, wlierein a fluid tight seal is provided between tlie tubular sleeve 
and at least one of the first and secoad tubular member^. 

120. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular mmber coupled to an end of die tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to anqther e^d of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member; 

wherein the fn^ tubular member comprises internal threads; and wherein the second tubular member 
comprises external direads diat engage the internal thr^ds of the first tubular member. 

121. The apparatus of claim 120, whjerein on^ the ptoitions of the first arid second members 
proximate the threads of the first and second tub^dar members are plastically deformed. 

122. The apparatus of claim 121, whbrein a flpid tight seal is provided b^een the threads of the 
first and second tubular members. 

123. The apparatus of claim 121, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve 
and at least dne of the first and second tabular members. 

124. An apparatus, comprismg: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member received Within ail end ojf the tubular sleeve in abutment with the 

internal flange that comprises infernal threads; and 
a second tubular member received witfaid anoti)^ end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the intetnal flange that ^ompiisei^ ^cterhal threads that engage the internal threads of 

the fiist tubular membec 
wberdn the tubular sleeve is in eircumferential It^nsicm; 
wherein the end of first tubular member fs in circumferential compression; and 
wherem the end of the second tubular mcjmbtf is in circumferentia] compression. 

1 25. An apparatus^ comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an ektemal f£angp positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an en}l of thje tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange 
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diat comprises internal threads and 
a second tubular mcmbca- that receives aQottiei^ end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the ^tenial 

flange that comprisBs externa] Aread^that oigage the internal threads of the first 

tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumfeiential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in arcumferendal tension; and 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

126. An apparatus, comprising! 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of fte tubular sleeve in abutment with the 

internal flange that comprises internal mreads; and 
a second tubular member received wMim another end of &e tubular sleeve in abutment willi 

the internal flange that comprises extemal direads diat engage the internal threads of 

the &st tubular member, 
wherein Oie tubular sleeve is m drcumibrentiaii tension; 
wherein the end of first tubular member is in c^umferential compression; 
wherein the end of the second tubular menib^fts in circumferenKal compressicn; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between fte tnbular sleeve and at least one of the first a^id 

second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided beljweeo fhe Oreads of the first and second tubular 

members. 

127. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange j^sitioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of file tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange 

that comprises intcmal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another ind of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external 

flange diat comprises external tlueads^ engage the internal threads of tiie fust 

tubularmember; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential pompression; 
wherein tiie first tubular member is in ciomnfe^ential tension; 
i^erein the second tubular member k m circun|terential tension; 

wherein a fluid tight seal is provided betiveen tiie tubular sleeve and at least one of the ISist and 

second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between flje threads of the first and second tubular 
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members. 

128. A method of extracting geothenoal enecrgy fitncn a subterranean souitse of g^thennal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses &e subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming ttie first casing string within tiie borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the bjorefaole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

ovtf lapping a pootion of Ifae second casing strihg with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deibiining 4ie second casing string within &e borehole; and 
extracting geottiennal energy fiom the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first 
and second casing strings. 

1 29. The method of claim 128, wherein the interwldiameter of a passage defined by Ae first and 
second casing strings is constant 

130. The method of claim 128, wherein at least one of the first and secoiid casing strings comprise: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of th^ tubular sleeve comprising internal threads at an 
end portion; and 

a second tubular member coupled to another eiid of the tubular sleeve comprising cxteinal 

threads at an end portion that eiigage t^e mternal ttreads of the end portion of the first 
tubular member. 

131. A method of extraamg geothermal energy froin a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subteiranekn source of geolhecnal energy; 
positioning a first casing string widiin tiie boi^ole; 

radially esqpanding and plastically defimbing tfaje iirst casing string Vrithin die borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within Ae borehole that traversed the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casina strin|g wi& a portion of fiie first casing string; 
radially expandmg and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothennal energy from the siibterzaipcan source of geothermal eneigy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage definled by the first and Second casing strings is 

constant; and 

v^erein at least one of the first and second casiQ^ strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprismg an ix>tem&l Pange positioned between the ends of die 
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tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member receded widiiiii an end of ^e tubular sleeve id abutment with 
the internal flange fhat comprises internal threads; and 

a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the piemal flange that comprises exSemal threads that engage 
the intemal tlueads! of ihe firsj tubular member. 

132. A mediod of extracting geothennalieneigy froifi a subteiranean soufce of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

diilliDg a borehole that traverses th^ subtarrandan souroe of geo&erinal energy; 
positioning a first casing string withm the bare|iole; 

radially expanding and plasticafly dtforming Hie first casing string within die borehole; 
positioning a second casing string v^&in &e borehole that traversesi the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overl^ping a portion of the second [casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the secoxul casing string widiin the borehole; and 
extrsLcting geothermal energy from tiie subterranean source of geothennal enei^ using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defiiied by die first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

i^erein at least one of the first and second casihg strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising }an e3Ctenia^ flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular Sleev^ 

a fh5t tabular membo- that rjccdves an lend ofthe tubular sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprise internal threads; and 
a second tubular member th^t receives pother rad of the tubular sleeve that abuts the 

external flange fiiat bomprises external dsteads that engage the intemal threads 

of the first tabular r^ember. 

133. A method of retracting geothennal dnergy finooj a subterrmiean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole diat traverses the 'subtenane^n source of geotfieitnal energy; 
positioning a first casing string witfa&i the borel^Ie; 

radially expanding and plastically de^nning iit first casing string Within the borehole; 
positionmg a second casing string w^iu the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothennal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second dasing string with a portion of fte first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically de^imtng ^e second casing string within the borehole; and 
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extracting geothermal energy from the subfeirbnean source of gcotheimal energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wberein the interior diameter of a passage defmed by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strmgs comprise: 

a tubular sleeve campri^iog an int^n4 flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubnlarsleeive; 

a first tubular ffietnber received witfaiol an end of the tubulat sleeve in abutmeot wiU) 

the internal flange that comprises intmial threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of fte tubular sleeve in 

abutmeat with the internal Umi^e that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal liueads of the firstj tubular m^ber, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circuntfeiential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is' in jsircumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member islm circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided bjstween the tubular slpeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular mqnbiers; and 
wherein a fhiid tight seal is provided bjstween the threads of the first and second 

tubular members, 

1 34. A method of extracting geotUermal energy firoiii a subteiranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses die subterrane^ souree of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borate; 

radially expandmg and plastically definming Oje first casmg string withm the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothennal energy; 

overlapping a portion of (he second casing strii^g with a portion of tjie first casing string; 
radially estpanding and plastically deforming tfaje second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothennal energy from the subterrafioan source of geothennal energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the intericyr diameter of a passage defirjed by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casitis strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an extemalj flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an ^ no of the tubular sleeve Aat abuts external 
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flange that comprises mtemaiittir»>jcis; and 
a second tubular member that receives) another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts ttie 

external flange that comprisesjexteroal threads that engage the internal threads 

of the first tubular member; 
wherein &e tubular sleeve is in circun^erential compressioQ; 
wherein the first tubular member in trircumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member isim circumferential teiiffion; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided b)9tween the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular mmVfns. and 
wherein a jfluid tight seal is provided between the Areads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

135. An ^paratus for extractioig geotbeimal energy|&om a subterranean source of geothennal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subtenanean sdunje of geothennal eneijg^ 
a first casing string positioned witidn the borehlDle; land 

a second casing positioned withhi 4ie boreholo|tha^'^erlaps with the first casing string that 

traverses the subterranean source of geptti^mal energy; 
wherein the first casing string and the second casing string are radially expanded and 

plastically deformed within the borehole. 

136. The apparatus of claim 135, wherein the interi<jr diameter of a pass^e defined by Ae first and 
second casing strings is constant. 

137. The apparatus of claim 135, wherein at least onjs ofjthe first and second casing strings 
comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the |tubt)lar sleeve comprising htenial threads at an 
end portion; and 

a second tubular member coupled to another enll oCHie tubular sleeVe comprismg external 

ftreads at an end portion that engage thb internal threads of^the end portion of the first 
tubular member. 

1 3S. An apparatus for extracting geotiieraial energy |toni a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean soiuc^ of 'geothennal energy; 

a first casing string positioned whhin the borehdle; 

a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing string? are r^ially ext^anded and plastically defimned 
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within the bordiole; 

wherein the inside diameter of a passage defin^ by die first and seoond casing strings is 
constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second cas^g strings comprise: 

a tabular sleeve comprising an intemai ilange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received wifliiiilaD end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 
the intemai flange that comprises intemai threads; and 

a second tubular member received wiflun another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flaifge that comprises external threads that engage 
tfie intemai threads of As fiist|tubular member. 

139. An apparatus for extracting geodiermal energylfiotn a subtenwean ^source of geotliermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterraneanlsour^ of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing siring positioned wifliin the bojpeboie that traverses the subterranean source of 

geothermal energy that overU^ %yith t^e first' casing string; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defused by 'die first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second cas|ig strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange posidaned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives anjetid of the tubular sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprises intmiB] fneads; and 
a second tubular member that receives tonoflier end of the tubular sleeve ihat abuts the 

external flange that comprises jastemal threads thai engage the internal threads 

of the first tubular member. 

140. An apparatus for extracting geothermal erjergy a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, coo^rising; 

a borehole ttiat traverses the subterranean sourcjs of geofhermal enep:gy; 
a first casing string positioned within tiie borehtile; 

a second casing string wKhm the boreholejthat ^averses the subterrenean source of geothermal 

en^gy ^at overlaps with the first icasinie string; 
wherein the first and second casing strings; are ipdially expanded and plastically deformed 

within the borehole; 

wherein the inside diameter of a passage djpfinell by the first and second casing strings is 
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constant; and 

wherein at least one of ifac first and secoad casjfng strings comprise: 

a tubular $leeve comprising an interaaj flonge posiiionod between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within| an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment wilh 

ihe mtema) flange that comprises internal threads; 
a second tubular member received within another end of die tubular sleeve m 

abutment with the internal flailge that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the firstjtubular membei*; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is ta circuni|fiaiBntiaI tension; 
wherem the first tubular member is in ^ircuroferentia] compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is ^ circumf^ential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and seccmd tubular memb^ and 
wherein a fluid ti^ seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

]4L An apparatus for extracting geodiermal energy |&om a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean sourcje of geothermal energy; 

a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing string positioned within the bolehole that traverses the subterranean source of 

geotfaermaf energy that overbps with d|e first casing string; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defiifed by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casijig strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an extBmal| flange positioned between (he ends of die 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an ^dckftfae tubular sleeve that abutsextemal 

flange that comprises internal ^ireads; 
A second tubular member that receives pother end of tbe tubular sleeve tfaait abuts the 

external flange tiiat conqsrises External tiueadstfaat engage file internal threads 

of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circum^rential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in cprcumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is ih circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided be^een the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
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first and second tubular tnmlkr^ and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided IjetweeD the threads of the first and second 
tubuJar members. 

142. A method, comprising; 

coupling the ends of fitst and second tubular Members; 

injecting a pressurized fluid through the first a^d second tubular members; 

d^tcnnining if any of the pressurized fluid leaMs throu^ the coupled ends of the fifst and 
second tubular members; and 

if a predetermined amount of the pressurized f^d leaks through the coupled ends of the first 
and second tubular members^ then cou|>ling a tubular sleeve to die ends of the first and 
second tubular members and radtaDy e^cpanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first and second tubulaii members proxiipate the tubular sleeve. 

143. The method of claim 142, wherein radially exp|andnigaxidplasticaltydeformmgo]iiy the 
portions of thp first and second tubular members proxiihate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular m^bers. 

144. The method of claim 142, wherein radially expjanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of tfip first and second tubular members proxitjiate the tubular ileeve comprises: 

applying radial pressure to the interior 5ur^es{of the fii^ and second tubular member 
proximate the tubular sleeve using a ro^tmg member. , 

145. Hie method of claim I , lurtfaer comprising: 

transmitting energy Arough the first and secomjl tubular members. 

146. The method of claim 145»i9rfiBrBtn the energy dtsmprises electrical energy. 

147. The method of claim 1 46^ wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication signaL 

148. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy cjompzises thermal energy. 

149. The method of claim 145, wherem the energy cbmprises acoustjc energy. 

150. The method of claim 1 45, whereb the energy i^ transmitted through the first and second 
tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastie^y defonning fie first and second tubular 
members. 

151. The method of claim 145, wfaerem the energy transmitted through the first and second 
tubular members after radially expanding and plasticalljr defonning the:first and second tubular 
members. 

1 52. The method of claim 32> further comprising: 

transmittung energy through tiie first and seconq mbular members. 

1 53. Tbe method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy c{miprises electrical energy. 

154. Hie methcxi of claim 153, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication signal. 

155. The method of claim 152, wherem the energy cWnses tiiermal energy. 
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156. The method of claim J 52, wheiem energy comprises acoustic energy. 

157. The method of claim 152, wherein the energy is transmitted thiltuigh the first and second 
tabular members prior to radially expanding and plastically defonning the first and second tubular 



1 58. The method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and scscond 



1 59. A system comprising: 
a source of enjergy; 
a borehole formed in the earth; 

a first tubular member posilicsned isnthin the bdjrehDle opoabty coupled to the source of 



a second tubular member positioned wifiiin ae|borehQle coupled to the first tubular memben 
and 

a tubular sleeve positioned witiiin the borBholejcbupled to tbe first and second tubular 
members; 

wherein the first tubular member, second tubulV member, and the tubular sleeve are plastically 
deforrned into engagement witk one a4>ther. 

1 60. The system of dalm 1 59, v^iercin the source of energy comprises a source of electrical energy. 

161. The system of claim 159, wherein the source of energy ccnnprises a source of thermal energy. 

162. The system of claim 159, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of acoustic energy. 

1 63 . A method of operating a well for extracting hydrocaibons firoiii a subtenanean formation. 



drilling a borehole into the eardi that traverses ijhe subtenane^ formation; 
positioning a wellbore casing in the borehok; 
transmitting energy Arough the weUbore casing and 
extracting hydxocarbcms from the subterranean .finmation; 
nvherein the wellbore casing comprises: 
a first tubular member; 

a second tubular member coupled to th^ first tubular member; and 
a tubular sleeve coupled to the first and| second mhuW member, and 
wherein the first tubular member, the second tujiular member, and the tubular sleeve are 
plastically defonncd into engagemeut Wi^ one ano^er. 

1 64. The method of claim 1 63, wherein tiie energy cfcmprises electrical energy. 

165. The system of claim 1 63, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

1 66. The ^em of claim \ 63, wherem the energy cdmprises acooitic energy. 



members. 




energy; 



compnsmg: 
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167. A method of extracting fluidfc material from ^ 
fonnations traversed by a borehole, comprising: 

coupling an end of a first tubular member tol an end of a tubular sleeve; 

coupling an end of a second tubular membei- td another end of the first tubular sleeve; 

coupling the ends of the first and second mbuUr members; 

positioning tiie coupled first tubular member, second tubular member and first tubular sleeve 
within the borehole proximate the fi«lproducing subterranean formation; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming tbe first tubular member, the second tubular 
member, and the first tubular sleevel wifllin the borehole; ' 

coupling an end of a third tubular member to a^i end of a second tiibular sleeve; 

coupling an end of a fouiA tubular member ^^oAer end of fce aeccmd tubular sleeve; 

coupling ihe ends of the third and fourth mbjihjr membeis; 

positioning Ihe coupled third tubular mcmb^, IJouith tubular member and second tubular 

sleeve wift in the radially expanded hnd coupled first tubiilar member, second tubular 
member, and fiist tubular sleeve an^ iKje borehole proadralatB ftie second producing 
subterranean formation; 

radially expanding and plastically defomiing thje third tubular member, the fourth tubular 
member, and the second tubular sWvelwithin the borehdle; 

extracting fluidic materials from the first pfoaucmg subterranean fonnatlon through an annular 
passage defined betweoi the radially estpanded and coupled first tubular member, 
second tubular member, and first tu^ul^ sleeve and the ifadially expanded and coupled 
third wbular member, fourth tubularlmfember. and second tubular sleeve; and 

extracting fluidic materials from the second prcjducing subtenanean formation through a 
passage defined wi&in the radially fibtp^ded and coupled third hibular member, 
fourth tubular member, and second tfibjilar sleeve. 

168. The meOodofclaim 167, further comprising: 

fluidicly sealmg an annubr passage defined M^^ the radially expanded and coupled first 

tubular member, second tubular meiiiWr. and first tubular sleeve and the borehole; and 

fluidicly sealing an annular passage defined Ve^veen the radially expanded and coupled third 
mbular member, fourth tubular memM, and second tubular sleeve and die borehole. 

169. A system for extracting fluidic materials from ISst and second producing subtenanean 
formations traversed by a borehole, comprising: 

means for coupling an end of a first tubular merpber to an end cf a ttibular sleeve; 
means for coi5)Ung an end of a second tubuhir ipcmber lo anotber end of the first tubular 
sleeve; 

means for coupling the ends of the first and sjeoj^nd tubular members; 
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means for poshioniog the coupled first tubular|inember, sccopd tubular member and first 
tubular sleeve within the borehole pio^mate the &s| producing subteiraiean 
fbrniationi 

means for radially es^anding and plastically deforming &c fipx tubular member^ the second 
tubular member, and ttie first hibuIaSr sleeve v^ithin tl|e borehole; 

means for coupling an end of a third tubalarimember to an eijd of a second tubular sleeve; 

means for coupling an end of a fourifa tubular ifaember to anc^er end of the second tubular 
sleeve; 

means for coupling the ends of die third andi&iutfa tubular mjember^ 

means for positioning die coupled third tubuilaii member, fouiith tubular member and second 

tubular sleeve within the radially expanded and cQup{led first tubular member, second 

tubular member* and first tubular sl^evjs and fhe borecole proximate the second 

producing subteixanean formaticn; 
means for radially expanding and plasticallyideiformbg the djird tubular member, the fourth 

lubular member^ and the second tubiilat sleeve wilhi^ the borehole; 
means for extracting fluidic materials from the jRrst producing subterranean formation through 

an annular passage defined betweenldi^ radially exp^ded and coupled first tubular 

member, second tubular member, and first tubular sl^ve and die radially expanded 

and coupled Siird tubular member^- ipuim tubular member, and second tubular sleeve; 

and i ... ' 

means for extractmg fluidic materials from "^e Second produ4ing subterranean formation 

through a passage defmed within the r^ially expand^sd and coupled third tubular 

member, fourth tubular member, an4 second tubular {sleeve. 
170. The system of claim 169, furOier comprisii^' ' 

means for fluidicly sealing an annuhr passage defined b^e^n the radially expanded and 

coupled first tubular member, second 4bular memb^*. and first tubular sleeve and tfie 

borehole and 

means for fluidicly sealing an aimular passage 4efined betwe^ die mdially expanded and 

coupled diird tubular member, fourth t4bular membe^, and second tubular sleeve and 
the borehole. 



102 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



wo 20»4/IM»9950 



PCT/IJS2()03/020694 



12 




Fig. 1a 



1/80 



wo 2004/m»9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. lb 



2/80 



wo 21)04/001)950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig- 1c 



3/80 



wo 2004/(Ml9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. Id 



4/80 



wo nmmmsA) 



PCT/US20()3/020694 




Fig. 1e 



5/80 




Fig. 2a 



6/80 



wo 2(H)4/(N)9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 2b 



7/80 




Fig. 3a 



8/80 




Fig. 3b 



9/80 



wo 2()04/»09950 



PCT/US2«03/020694 




Fig. 4a 



10/80 



wo 2(NU/(H)!H)5U 



PCT/US2003/02U694 




Fig. 4b 



11/80 



wo 2(MW/009950 



PCT/US2003A>20694 




Fig. 5a 



12/80 



wo 2(HU/«»9950 



PCT/US20()3/0206!>4 




Fig. 5b 



13/80 



wo 2(MM/<H)995U 



PCT/US2(MU/020694 




14/80 



wo nmmmsi) 



PCT/IJS2003/020694 




wo 2004/009950 



PCT/lJS20<>3/020694 



912 




916 



Fig. 7a 



16/80 



wo 20(M/«»9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 7b 



17/80 



wo 20(M/00995<» 



PCT/US2tMB/02()694 




Fig. 7c 



18/80 



wo 2004/(H>995(» 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 7d 



19/BO 



wo 2004/II0995I) 



PCT/US2003/02()694 




Fig. 7e 



20/80 



wo 2IMW/(M)9950 



PCT/US2(M)3/020694 



1014 




1016 



Fig. 8a 



21/80 



wo 2(MM/(»U9950 



PCT/US2003/(>2<)694 



1026 




1016 



Fig. 8b 



22/60 



wo 2<MU/(I»!>«)50 



PCT/LS2003/020694 



1026 




1016 



Fig. 8c 



23190 



wo 2004/009950 



PCTAIS2003/020694 



1038 1026 




1016 



Fig. 8d 



24/80 



wo 2WM/009950 



PCT/US2003/020694 



1038 




1016 



Fig. 8e 



25/80 



wo 2mM/(M»9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 



1038 




Fig. 8f 



26/80 



wo 2004/009950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 8g 



27/80 



wo 2tM)4/«09950 



PCT/US2(M»3/020694 



1114 




Fig. 9a 



28/80 



wo 2(m4/OI)9950 



PCT/US2(M>3/02(I694 




1122 



Fig. 9b 



2S/80 



wo 20<M/(N)9950 



PCT/US2003/02(»694 




Fig. 9c 



30/80 



wo 2004/009950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 9d 



31/80 



wo 20(M/<K>995(> 



PCT/US2003/02«>694 



32 




1122 



Fig. 9e 



32/80 



wo 2immm5i) 



PCT/lJS2»»3/«20694 



I 




Fig. 10a 



33/80 



wo nmmmsi) 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 10b 



34/80 



wo 2(M)4/W>995« 



PCT/US2U03/02(M>94 




Fig. 10c 



35/80 



wo 2004/(M)9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. lOd 



36/80 



wo 2U04/«0995(I 



PCT/US200J/020694 



1220 




1226 1224 



Fig. lOe 



37/80 



wo 2004/1)09950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 11a 



38/80 



wo 2<MW/009950 



PCT/US2tW3/020694 




1322 



Fig. lib 



3StB0 



wo 2ll»4/fl0995» 



PCT/US2003/02(>694 



1330 




1322 



Rg. 11c 



40/80 



wo 2(H)4/0(I9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. lid 



41/80 



wo 2(MM/n09950 



PCT/US20«3/II20694 




1322 



Fig. lie 



42/80 



wo 2I)04/<MI9950 



PCT/US2003/02«694 




Fig. 12a 



43/80 



wo 20<M/OI»9950 



PCT/US20«3/02«694 



1422 




1424 



Fig. 12b 



44/SO 



wo 2004/009950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




1424 



Fig. 12c 



45/80 



wo 20(M/»«9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 12d 



46/80 



wo 2<NI4/0»9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 12e 



47/80 



wo 2004/009950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 13a 



48/80 



^VO 20(14/009950 



PCT/US2(M)3/020694 




Fig. 13b 



49/80 



wo 2004/009V50 



PCT/US200J/020694 




Fig. 13c 



50/80 



wo 2004/<M>9!)50 



PCT/US2003/()20694 




Fig. 13d 



51/80 



wo 20«4/(M>9950 



PCT/US20«3/02(>fi94 



1612 




Fig. 14a 



52/80 



wo 2»04/()09950 



PCT/US2tM)3/02<Hi94 




1630 



Fig. 14b 



53/80 



wo 2004/009950 



PCT/US2003/020694 



1632 




Fig. 14c 



54/80 



wo 20mm995i) 



PCT/US2003/020694 



1632 




Fig. 14d 



55/BO 



wo 20«4/00995n 



PCT/US2003/O2O694 



1632 




1630 



Fig. 14e 



serao 



wo 2004/tM>9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 15a 



57/80 



wo 20«4/0«9950 



PCT/lJS2(»0J/(>2(ir.94 




Fig. 15b 



58/80 



wo 2004/OU9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




1714 



1712 



Fig. 15c 



59/80 



wo 2(MM/009!>5(» 



PCT/US2003/02()694 



/ / / / 

1802 ► 



d 



d 



SOURCE OF GEOTHERMAL 
ENERGY 
1804 



Fig. 16 



d 



1806 



-1800a 



-1800b 



-1800c 



1800d 



5 



-1800e 



1800f 



b 



-1800g 



b 



-1800h 



60/80 



wo 20()4/0(»9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




Fig. 17a 



61/80 



wo MlMrtWWSO 



PCT/lJS2003/020f)94 




1940 



Fig. 17b 



62/80 



wo 2(NI4/<)(»9950 



PCT/US20U3/020694 





wo 2<MM/00995« 



PCT/US2(M)3/02«694 




Fig. 18a 



wo 2<N)4/»»9950 



PCT/US2»03/02«694 




Fig. 18b 



65/80 



wo 2«04/(M)9950 



PCT/lJS2«03/02«694 



2100 



\ 



DETERMINE LOCATION OF 
FLUID LEAK IN JUNCTION 
BETWEEN ADJACENT 
TUBULARS 
2102 



COUPLE SLEEVE TO 
JUNCTION BETWEEN 
ADJACENT TUBULARS 
2104 



RADIALLY EXPAND AND 
PLASTICALLY DEFORM 

PORTIONS OF THE 
ADJACENT TUBULAR 
MEMBERS PROXIMATE THE 
TUBULAR SLEEVE 
2106 



Fig. 19 



66/80 



wo 2(MM/0CI9950 



PCT/US2003/020694 




wo 20U4/(H>9950 



PCT/lJS2«(»J/()2«694 




Fig. 21 



68/80 



wo 2(M)4/<M)995<) 



PCT/US2003/02II694 



SLEEVES 




69/80 



wo 2»fl4/IH)9950 



PCT/US2(I(»3/02(I694 



SLEEVE 




INTERNAL FLANGE 



70/80 



wo 2004^109954) 



PCT/US2003/020694 




INTERNAL FLANGE 



71/80 



wo 2IM)4/009*)50 



PCT/US2003/020694 




72/80 



wo 20(14/009950 



PCT/US200J/020694 




73/80 



wo nmmmsi} 



PCT/US2003/020694 




74/80 



wo 20(M/00995« 



PCT/U$2<)(U/()2(k>94 




75/80 



wo 21104/009950 



PCT/US2003/020694 



PIN CONNECTION 




76/80 



wo 2004/(H)9950 



PCT/US2003/02(>694 




77/80 



PCT/US2003/020694 




1 kpc.a jtipMOM 












ICDSTA.. 




*** XPC-OrMu-Cai 
Meld CPS 
6.000" 00 






wr- ^ — 










A 1 7526MPCS 1x01 













78/80 



wo 2004/U09950 



PCT/US2003/020694 



SLEEVE 



MOTES 




79/80 



wo 20«4/00<>95« 



PCTA]S20U3/02«694 



CROSS SECTIONAL VIEW OF THREADED CONNECTION AFTER RADIAL 
EXPANSION WITH EXTERNAL PROTECTIVE SLEEVE 




80/80 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US03/20694 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(7) : c21B 19/16 

US CL 166/380, 85.3, 309, 387. 72, 73, 187, 195, 206, 207, 212, 216, 217; 1285/382.7. 398, 55, 388.1 
According to International Patent Qassification (IPQ or to both national classification amj IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbolp) 

U.S. : 166/380. 85.3, 309. 387. 72, 73. 187, 195, 206. 207. 212. 216, 217; 285/382.7. 398, 55, 388.1 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that sucli documents are included in the fields searched 
NONE 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
EAST 



DOCnUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevtnt passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



X 
X 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 



US 4,693,498 A (BAUGH et al) 15 September 1987. see Fig. 2a and 2b 

US 6,275,556 A (KINNEY et al ) 14 August 2001, see Fig. 3 

US 6,405,761 A (SHIMIZU et al) 18 June 2002 

US 5,971,443 A (NOEL et al) 26 October 1999 

5.309.621 A (O'dONNELLet al) 10 May 1994 

US 3,997,193 A (TSUDA et al) 14 December 1976 

US 3,989,280 A (SCHWARZ) 02 November 1976 

US 3,834,742 A (MCPHILLIPS) 10 September 1974 

US 3,579.805 A (KAST) 25 May 1971 



64 
64 
1-63 
1-63 
1-63 
1-63 
1-63 
1-63 
1-63 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 



□ 



See patent fimily annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: 

"A" dociuneiudefimiig Oie general suie of the an which is not consSdered to be 
of patiinilar lelevance 

"E* earlier apfriication or panern. published on or after ihe international filing date 

" L" document which may throw doubts on priority claimCs) or which is cited to 
establish the puUicaiioo date of another citation or other special ceasoa (as 
specified) 

'O" docummr referring to an oral d isclosu r e, use, cxMbicioii or other means 

"P" document published prior to the imenmional filing date but later dian the 
priority date claimed 



T* later document published after the imemaiional filing date or priority 

date and not ii| connici with the application but cited to understand the 
principle or (tioxy underlying the invention 

"X" documem of ppmular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered nofel or cauioc be considered to involve an inventive stq> 
when the doovneDt is taken alone 

** Y** document of pimicular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered to Involve an inventive step when the documem is 
combined will} one or more odier such docomems. sucbcombiiatioo 
being obviousto a person skilled in die an 

documem member of the same paiem fomily 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
07 Oaober 2003 (07.10.2003) 



Name and nnailing address of the ISA/US 
MaU Stop PCT. Attn: ISAAJS 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



Telephone No. (703)3064180 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (JiUy 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



PCT/US03/20694 



C. (Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * 



Citation of dbcument, with indication, where appropnaie, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 2.647,847 A (BLACK ct a! ) 04 August 1953 



1-63 



Fbnii PCT/ISAA210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US03/20694 



Box 1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuatk>n of Item 1 of first sheet) 



This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. [[J Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



I I Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Claim Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box n Obsen'ations where unity of Invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
Please See Contmuation Sheet 



IXl As all required additional search fees were timely paid by die applicant, this international search report covers all 
searchable claims. 

I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were tunely paid by the ^plicant. Consequently, this international search report is 

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 

Remark on Protest Q[] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Fbnn PCT/ISA/2I0 (continuation of first sheet(l)) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



PCT/l^S03/20694 



BOX n. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF DfVENTION IS LACKING 

This applicauon contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so jinked as to form a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13. 1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate Additional examination fees must be paid. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-63 and 142-158, drawn to a method. 

Group n, ciaim(s) 64-127. drawn to an apparatus. 

Group m. claim(s) 128-134, drawn to a method of extracting geothermal energy. 
Group IV, claim(s) 135-141 . drawn to an apparatus for extracting geothermal energy. 
Group V, claim(s) 159-162 and 169-170» drawn to a borehole system. 
Group VI, claim(s) 163-168. drawn to a method of operating a well. 

The inventions listed as Groups I-VI do not relate to a single general inventive concept und^ PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasoi^s: 

Group I comprises the method of radially deforming a tubular with plastic deformation whereas Group n does not make such a 
deformation. Groups O and IV comprise using a mbular subjected to radial deforming andlplastic deformation in completing a 
geothemial energy well. Tlie Groups are further distinguished in whether or not a flanged ^eeve is used in makmg up a tubular string, 
whether or not a flange is external or interna^ whether or not the conneaing tubes are threajded, inter alia, such as whether or not seals 
are used in the connection of two tubulars. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the appHcant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SffiES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



U LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




